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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Critical Days and Labour. 


WE have entered upon a new phase of the war—a violent, 
death-dealing phase, the final issue of which no man can 
foresee. It is the supreme struggle that is being made, 
and with an enemy reinforced by legions and guns from 
the Eastern Front, and by the flow of material that this 
front formerly claimed. The position has undergone a 
complete and drastic change ; and the Allies are up-against 
the maximum weight and force that the enemy can bring 
to bear. Victory for the Allies will therefore require every 
ounce of strength that they can command, and the power 
whatever its nature of every man. Our one passion to-day 
should be to win by work, or by assistance of any kind that 
can be rendered, with the accompaniments of good courage, 
resolution, and endurance. There must be no hesitation, no 
halting; bickerings and selfishness must be set on one side ; 
everything must be done with a seriousness that Such criti- 
cal days—unprecedentedly critical days—as these demand. 
Some people speak of the Allied Front as though the Front 
had its beginning and end on the Continent. The Allied 
Front has virtually a depth that extends to every British 
factory, to every British home, to the heart of every British 
man and woman who is true to his or her country. 

It cannot be acknowledged that this is the dominant and 
animating feeling among some sections of labour at home. 
We would emphasize the word “ some,” in order that no in- 
justice shall be done, as we gladly know would be the case 
without the qualification. Things to-day would have been 
far different if every man had worked with disciplined zeal 
and enthusiasm with the one objective before him—victory. 
But even in the early hours of terribly intensified conflict and 
national gravity, what is found? Many men, instead of putting 
forth their whole strength in the great cause, are doing their 
utmost to complicate matters, to harass and embarrass the 
Government, to enervate the country in its great trial and 
struggle, and to fritter away time and power in the endeavour 
to realize additional gain beyond what is fair even in these 
days of stress. The gas industry is a huge employer; and it 
has to rely upon many other industries, and many industries 
have large reliance upon it—all employing skilled labour 
powerful in the prosecution of the war. Some part of this 
power has been diverted from the all-essential requirement 
in the critical circumstances, to the less glorious purposes 
of compelling recognition of certain sectional principles and 
of securing pay in excess of what is reasonable. National 
defence and the victory of the Allies take second place. 
Upon those who so act and those who so think may shame 
set. The only atonement that can be made is for every man 
to at once drop home dissension, and bend himself seriously 
to the one work that justice, honour, humanity, patriotism, 
and everything that is right claim of him. 

The gas industry is concerned particularly in its own men, 
and next in the coal miners and the men of the engineering 
industries. The men of the gas industry, through a Federa- 
tion of Unions (there is great activity to-day to get non- 
union gas men into the union ranks), have been making a 
claim for fixed additional pay irrespective of the war bonuses 
that have already been granted variously by the under- 
takings employing them, and irrespective of the awards by 
the arbitrating tribunal appointed by the Government. A 
number of such awards have been made quite recently ; and 
they represent the sums to which the tribunat consider 
the men are entitled. But no matter, there supervenes 
the general claim. We cannot see the use of the tribunal 
if awards are to be set at naught by the immediate demand 











for a universal addition. Such general concession (which 
the gas industry cannot possibly afford) would simply mean 
that the Government machinery is incompetent for the pur- 
pose for which it was set up, and that its decisions have 
fallen short of what in justice they should have been. On 
what basis the combined demand is being made on behalf 
of the men is not common knowledge; on what basis the 
tribunal proceed in making their awards defies any general 
comprehension. The Government have lately appointed 
another Committee to ascertain the current increased cost 
of living. If the tribunal whoare making the wages awards 
are satisfied that the basis upon which they are proceeding 
is correct, there is not the slightest reason for this new 
inquiry into the increased cost of living. But if not so 
satisfied, then further awards should be postponed until an 
authoritative basis has been supplied to them by the new 
Committee who are considering the question. The cost of 
living varies with different localities. All these different 
localities have their respective levels of increased cost of 
living, and these levels patently should apply whether men 
be skilled or unskilled, and should be added—and nothing 
more or less—to the pre-war rate of wages. But we are 
simply, in the fullest sense of the word, floundering about 
with arbitrary demands and apparently arbitrary awards. 
A proper basis is wanted; and it should be an immediate 
effort of the Government to supply this, so as to put an end 
to the absurd position in which the matter stands to-day. 
If the claim is yielded which has been made on behalf, if 
not at the instance, of gas workers generally, there will be 
an injustice inflicted upon the industry and its customers 
which no argument can possibly justify. 

There are the coal miners and the engineering industries 
in which the gas industry is also interested. In these cases, 
and in these critical days, the question with them is not 
one of wages, but of the supply of additional men for Army 
needs. The miners at first showed, on a ballot, a majority 
adverse to the plan of the Government for a “ comb.out.” 
But the great clash on the Western Front has changed this 
attitude; and the Miners’ Federation, realizing the need 
for the strength of every man being devoted to the purpose 
that will render best aid, have withdrawn all opposition. But 
what of the engineers? It is considered that there is some 
principle at stake as to dilutees being taken for the Army 
before members of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers. 
This principle, in the eyes of a certain narrow-minded 
number, is more important than all else that the country 
has at stake; and at a conference at Manchester of repre- 
sentatives of the members of the Society drawn from work- 
shops in different parts of the country, a resolution was 
passed determining to cease work on April 6 if the principle 
which they obviously hold more dear than their country 
is not observed. The conference was an unofficial one, and 
had not the sanction of the Executive of the Society. Many 
men in engineering workshops in important centres have 
repudiated the resolution; and munition women (some of 
whom have husbands, brothers, and other relatives in the 
fighting lines) have since passed a resolution protesting 
against the threat. The Minister of Munitions (Mr. Winston 
Churchill), in urging every munition worker to put forth 
his best efforts to repair during this Easter time the 
losses in the great German effort, also acknowledges with 
gratitude that he has received from the men in many dis- 
tricts spontaneous assurances that there will be no loss of 
output through holidays. But still the importance and the 
danger of the Manchester resolution cannot be minimized 
in view of the representation at the conference. However, 
it is unthinkable that any Britisher who can work a machine 
or handle a tool in our engineering shops, when victory de- 
pends so much on the output of shop machines and skilled 
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men, can entertain the wasting of even a minute from which 
his physical condition will allow him to draw something of 
benefit to the country and those of his compatriots who are 
facing the enemy guns and bayonets. If there be such in 
these days of crisis, then may he be haunted to his dying 
hour by the thought that, in the day of his opportunity and 
of his country’s need, he was negligent of his duty and of his 
grave responsibility. 


The New Gas and Electricity Order. 


Tue Board of Trade have rapidly followed up with an Order 
the promulgation by the President (Sir Albert Stanley) of 
their intentions respecting the curtailing of the consumption 
of gas and electricity in London and the southern counties, 
with the view of reducing the consumption of coal, so as to 
fit the coal supplies to this part of the country to the rail- 
way accommodation, owing, as explained last week, to the 
necessities of the Government in regard to the commandeer- 
ing of ships that have hitherto been engaged in conveying 
coal to London and the southern ports. The exigent cir- 
cumstances of the position are well appreciated; and we 
are aware that it was imperative that something should be 
done immediately to meet a fresh situation. While hoping 
that the new order will have temporary good effect, it must 
at once be said that, so far as gas consumers go, we are of 
opinion that the methods that have been hastily adopted 
are ill-conceived and largely unworkable, and that even the 
final intimation that proceedings will be taken under the De- 
fence of the Realm Act by the Boardof Trade or the Attorney- 
General against any person or persons reported to them as 
infringing (unless an acceptable explanation be forthcoming) 
will not have the desired effect. 

There is very little departure in the order itself from the 
preliminary announcement; and in the twenty-three counties 
(including London), it already applies. The Board recog- 
nize that the new prescription will press hardly upon some 
persons—particularly those who, from patriotic and other 
motives, have been using gas or electricity economically 
during war time. They also admit that rationing on an in- 
dividual basis would be equitably preferable. But this has 
thwarted their best desires and most carefully considered 
endeavours. Time and the necessities have been against 
them. They fully acknowledge the inconvenience that will 
be caused, and appeal for forbearance and patriotic co-opera- 
tion. Repetition will emphasize that co-operation in the 
matter will be a patriotic one in view of the circumstances. 
The recognition, however, by the Board as to the imper- 
fections of their plans leads us to hope that, during the light 
consumption months, they will, by the aid of technical ad- 
visers, be able to formulate something for next winter that 
will operate more fairly and be less onerous; and good 
statesmanship would be shown if, by then, the conditions 
in respect of the railways were so improved as to allow the 
re-establishing of the conditions that existed before the 
issue of the order; for all gas undertakings are not in a 
condition in respect of plant that, given coal, they cannot 
supply the requirements of their present customers. 

There are some reflections that we desire to make upon 
the general subject; but these supply the subject-matter for 
the succeeding article. Briefly, however, it will be observed 
from the order [see p. 14] that private gas and electricity 
consumers areallowed five-sixths of their individual consump- 
tion during the corresponding quarters of the years 1918 or 
1917, whichever may be the greater. Exceptions are made 
in the case of munition works, public institutions, railways, 
gas and electricity works, &c.; but for more specific details 
the order must be consulted. There is a minimum below 
which consumers need not go; and this minimum in the 
case of gas, seeing that gas has so largely displaced coal for 
cooking and heating, isthe height of absurdity. It is about 
the minimum minimum to which the consciences of the 
advisers of the Board could permit themselves to descend. 
For each of the quarters ending June and September, 
3000 c.ft. is the minimum; but for each of the dark cold 
winter quarters, an addition of only 500 c.ft. isgranted. We 
do not overlook the fact that these are minima; but the extra 
500 c.ft. do not give sufficient margin to small and hitherto 
economy-practising consumers in view of the large varia- 
tions of darkness and temperature that occur during the 

months of winter. In the case of electricity, the summer 
quarters are allowed a minimum of 20 units apiece; but 
in the case of the winter quarters, this is doubled. Yet 
gas in the houses of the masses is used for a diversity of 


purposes as compared with electricity, which is more often 
than not employed for lighting only. So far as the minima 
are concerned, the person who is a user of electricity for 
lighting and of gas for cooking and [or] heating, and has 
been sparing in his consumption, will benefit over the con- 
sumer of gas for lighting and other purposes. There are 
conditions in the order as to premises that have undergone 
alteration, as to new tenancies, as to appeals to the Board 
of Trade for permission to increase the consumption, and as 
to supply companies reporting to the Board of Trade any 
person whose consumption appears to exceed that permitted 
by the order. In view of the fact that most gas and elec- 
tricity consumers cannot read their meters, that they are 
absolutely ignorant regarding their day-by-day consumption 
in corresponding quarters (knowledge of which is requisite 
to enable them to ascertain whether they are conforming 
with the new ordinance during a quarter), and in view of 
the hundreds of thousands of prepayment gas consumers in 
the rationed area (some of whom are illiterate, and some of 
whom are highly paid munition workers), the Board of Trade 
had better at once take steps to make provision for an ex- 
tension of their postal facilities. The prohibition regarding 
shop window lighting, with the exception of a small light 
indicating that the shop is open for business, is as fore- 
shadowed ; and so are the limitations as to hours in places 
of entertainment, and for serving hot meals at night time in 
hotels, restaurants, clubs, and other public and residential 
premises. 


Coal Supplies and Irrational Rationing. 


Now as to the few reflections upon the general position 
created by the new order. Since the pronouncement by the 
President of the Board of Trade, the administrators and 
managers of many undertakings in the southern counties 
have been wondering when in respect of coal supply their 
ill-treatment is going to cease. There is nothing that is 
being tampered with so much as the coal supply through 
the deficiencies of railway rolling stock; and gas under- 
takings are feeling this acutely, notwithstanding that the 
country is relying so largely upon them to maintain the 
supplies of high explosives and fuel oils. In high places, 
there is a manifest want of intimacy with the science of 
economics. In the first place, there was official acquies- 
cence in the distribution of unscreened coal in order to save 
delay, so it was said, in the dispatch of wagons from the 
collieries. The result has been a large reduction (in con- 
trast with the conveyance of normally clean coal) of wagon 
capacity, just when least desired. Then came the redistri- 
bution scheme ; and the delivery to many gas-works of coal 
unsuited to economical gas making, which diminished both 
plant and man efficiency, though the former was already 
being worked at times of maximum demand at full pressure, 
and the latter was short of the need for the proper main- 
tenance of the obligations of gas undertakings. This again 
was due to the position of railway rolling stock. London 
and the southern counties are now to have their supplies 
further reduced ; and, as was indicated last week, the gas 
undertakings appear likely to have to bear the greater part of 
the burden of the reduction. Once more this is due to the 
deficiency of railway rolling stock. The administrators of 
the southern gas undertakings may well feel that they, by 
progressive stages—impurity, redistribution, and now curtail- 
ment—are being dealt with in a very harsh manner, and 
that it would be well if railway control was exercised in 
other directions, so as to give coal a little more freedom, 
in view of its position as a fundamental requirement of the 
whole country. Gas undertakings are willing to do every- 
thing possible that they can to assist the country in the 
present crisis; but to do all that is possible they must be 
assisted, and not crippled, by the authorities. 

The mistake that is being made is that a railway problem 
is being dealt with as though it were a coal problem. Mr. 
R. S. Gardiner knows a great deal about coal and transport, 
as well as gas administration; and, in his address from the 
chair at the meeting on Wednesday last of the British Gas 
Light Company, there was a touch of irony in the criticism 
he made of the methods that are being applied in dealing 
with this railway problem. To try to adapt coal supply to 
railway capacity, he considers is attacking the problem from 
the wrong end, and is childishly simple. Certain it is that 
the methods that are being applied are depreciating the effi- 
ciency of the country at an alarming rate, just when its 

efficiency should be maintained at the highest possible level. 
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At no other conclusion can reasoning guided by business 
acumen arrive. The country’s efficiency cannot possibly be 
maintained at a good level with railway capacity and coal 
supply being let down simultaneously in the way that is now 
being done. We have the coal, we have the men, and many 
collieries (there is the authority of Mr. Gardiner for saying) 
are not now working full time, as we have not an adequacy 
of rolling stock. Then, in the name of commonsense, what 
is the natural course to take? The answer is to attack 
without delay the problem of increasing the rolling stock, 
just as the problem of shipping is now being tackled. The 
country has demonstrated its capacity and large resources 
in munitions production ; it will do so again in connection 
with shipping. Then let the authorities at once take up 
this question of rolling stock, for through its neglect we are, 
it is clear, simply running at breakneck speed into a condi- 
tion that will gravely imperil the country. 

Turning now to the accompanying question of gas ration- 
ing in London and the southern counties—the five-sixths 
allowance of the consumption in the corresponding quarter 
of 1918 or 1917, if the amount consumed was above the mini- 
mum line. We have said that, in our opinion, the plan of 
reduction is unworkable. It devolves upon those who pro- 
pose this form of rationing to show how it can be practic- 
ally carried out, particularly in the case of prepayment gas 
consumers, who are this year getting less gas for their 
pence than they did last year—partly due to the Coal Con- 
troller putting 2s. 6d. additional on the price per ton of con- 
tract coal. It is, of coufse, the easiest thing in the world 
to propose forms and rules; their application may be quite 
another matter. France tried a proportional gas-rationing 
scheme ; and it proved a complete failure, for consumers 
had no means of readily checking whether they were ex- 
céeding, or were keeping within, their rations; and the gas 
undertakings had not the men to make frequent meter in- 
spections, so as to warn the consumers if they were out- 
running their rations. History will certainly repeat itself. 
Gas-rationing, however, seems to us to be a supererogatory 
plan. - If the southern gas companies are not going to get 
so much coal owing to the inability of the railways to con- 
vey the whole of that lost through the withdrawal of ships, 
then they will not be able to supply so much gas; and the 
consumers will perforce have to keep within the bounds of 
available supply. In order to be quite fair, there should be 
under the new conditions an allocation of coal to all under- 
takings (whatever their character) and to coal merchants 
on the basis of last year’s consumption or sale. Then in 
the case of gas undertakings, each one would have to deal 
with the gas quantum to its own consumers; and concerns 
with water-gas plants would be able to give a better service 
than probably would be the case under the five-sixths gas 
ration—thus assisting the Coal Controller, as it follows 
that a reduced gas consumption will mean that all house- 
hold coal rations will be used up to the full. Without 
fixed gas rationing (for which, we repeat, there is no neces- 
sity under the circumstances of reduced coal supply to. gas- 
works), the gas undertakings would have to be invested with 
the power to inflict a sliding-scale of prices according to 
consumption, so as to curb extravagance. This would have 
a greater effect upon the consumers than the proportional 
gas-rationing order (which will be very difficult to enforce) 
in inducing strict attention to economy. One question in 
conclusion. May public utility undertakings in the southern 
counties, as some compensation for the reduced supply, now 
look for cleaner coal as well as a revision of the redistri- 
bution scheme so that coal suitable to their purpose will 
be delivered? These are the directions from which con- 
siderable economy might be drawn. 


Collective Wage Bargaining. 

Like Mr. Charles Carpenter, D.Sc., Mr. R. S. Gardiner, the 
Chairman of the British Gas Light Company, is averse to any 
one body representing the gas industry discussing questions 
affecting the wages of workmen. Circumstances have changed 
with the times. Mr. Gardiner was referring, at the meeting of 
the proprietors, to the demand made by a Federation of Trade 
Unions for a universal increase in the war payments to gas 
workers, and to the appointment of 2a Committee to discuss the 
matter on behalf of the gas industry. He objects (although, 
of course, submitting under the exceptional state of affairs) to 
the question being taken out of the hands of the administra- 
tors of individual undertakings, in view of the fact that local 





and employment conditions vary in the case of practically 
every undertaking; and no one can know these conditions 
better than the directors and the chief officials. There is no 
disputing this; and we entirely agree. The proper method of 
dealing with rates of pay is as between master and man. But 
the proper way has been assailed by trade unionism; and those 
who know anything about coal miners, their organizations, and 
their methods (as Mr. Gardiner does) are aware that this isso. A 
new point of view has to be fashioned through the growth of Trade 
Unionism and Federations, Government Conciliation Boards, and 
Courts of Arbitration; and now, during war time, other Govern- 
ment bodies are dealing with these questions from the industrial 
rather than the individual works’ conditions. Sweep away all the 
old Trade Unions, and the innovations to which their methods of 
making demands and enforcing them have given birth, and then 
the ideal conditions, which Mr. Gardiner rightly defends, can be 
re-established, where reason prevails between employers and 
employees. There are other considerations. 


Dangers in Individual Treatment. 


But individual treatment is not free from danger. Mr. Gardiner 
says that it seems to him a collective body representing such an 
industry as that of gas supply is a source of weakness rather than 
of strength; and the reason he thinks so is that it enables the 
Govggnment to intervene more easily and more effectively to com- 
pel undertakings to yield to the men’s organizations. This, again, 
depends on circumstances. The collective body may, in certain 
circumstances such as present ones, stand between the demands 
of trade organizations and Government concession to these de- 
mands, and show good cause why the latter should not be made. 
Failing this, an adverse decision against the industry might be made 
without any proper representation of its case or position. Another 
point is that trade unions are developing a strategy of their own. 
They know the value of attacking first a weak undertaking, and 
securing important concessions from it. Knowledge of these con- 
cessions spreads from the one undertaking to neighbouring ones ; 
and eventually, despite size and strength, other concerns have 
to give way. A further development in trade union tactics is that 
they see some value (the same as the German military authorities) 
in massed formations ; and now the gas industry has been brought 
face to face with a Federation of Unions. And why? Perhaps 
Mr. Gardiner can answer the question. Probably a little con- 
sideration of the German theory as to the supremacy of might 
over right-will assist in supplying the answer, and also modify 
the positive point of view. If he can get the Company’s men at 
Hull, Norwich, the Potteries, and Trowbridge to see that a “ col- 
lective body is a source of weakness,” he can stiffen his back as 
much as he likes against a collective body standing up for the 
interests of the gas industry in the matter of wages under any 
circumstances. At the same time, we have a preference for his 
ideal. But there must be a repetition of the statement that cir- 
cumstances have changed with the times ;.and the gas industry 
has to meet the change. It wotildbe idle to try to ignore it. 


Texture of Fire-Clay Bricks. 


In his lecture to the Midland Section of the Coke-Oven 
Managers’ Association [reported last week ; Prof. W. Fearnsides 
dilated on the importance of the texture of'coke-oven bricks, and 
indicated that, so far as his researches went, the chemical com- 
position had apparently received major consideration. But the 
physical characteristics of bricks are having a large amount of 
study devoted to them ; and there is not by any means concentra- 
tion on the chemical side. Of course, the purposes for which fire- 
bricks or fire-clay material are used make a very large differ- 
ence in what is needed in the way of both chemical and. physical 
characteristics. But there is great similarity between the pur- 
poses to which fire-clay material is put in coke-ovens and in gas- 
retort settings, In both it is subjected to heavy wear and tear, 
and in both to widely diverging temperatures. Prof. Fearnsides 
spoke of the necessity of gas tightness of the material; and he 
suggested that its pores should be as fine and as devious as possible; 
so that there would be a lot of friction to overcome before there 
could be leakage through the material. It, therefore, seems to 
him that, other things being equal, the more nearly complete com- 
pactness is reached, the better will the gas be prevented from 
travelling through the material. “Other things being equal!” 
Compactness, it seems to us, could be carried to the extreme, in 
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view of the large variations in temperature, and consequently the 
considerable stresses set up by expansion and contraction. In gas- 
settings also, with too fine a texture, or too great compactness, of 
the retort material, there would be less opportunity for the effica- 
cious surfacing by carbon to fill the pores, though the surfacing is 
a nuisance and a waste in gas manufacture if it continues inde- 
finitely. Moreover, consideration has to be paid to the trans- 
mission of heat from the outside of a retort or oven to the inside 
and to the charge; and too great compactness and too fine a 
texture may again have a retarding effect upon the rate of heat 
transmission. One wants to get to the happy mean which will 
give the maximum gas tightness, maximum rate of heat trans- 
mission, and maximum stability under the conditions of widely 
varying temperatnres. We are afraid the composite requirement 
is against too fine a texture or too great a compactness. 








LIGHTING, HEATING, AND POWER ORDER, 1918 


Restrictions on the Use of Gas and Electricity. 


Tue following is the text of the Lighting, Heating, and Power 
Order, 1918, dated March 26, which has been made by the Board 
of Trade pursuant to the provisions of Regulations 2F and 2JJ of 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations, for the purpose of main- 
taining and regulating the supply of coal gas and electricity and 
other articles of commerce required for lighting, heating, and 
power purposes. 


Accompanying the Order, is this official statement: Owing to 
a reduction in the amount of coal available for public utility 
undertakings, especially in the southern part of the country, it has 
become necessary to take measures to reduce the consumption of 
gas and electricity without any delay. The Board of Trade fully 
recognize that the restrictions imposed by the Order on the con- 
sumption of these commodities may press hardly on some con- 
sumers, and especially upon those who from patriotic motives 
have hitherto exercised rigid economy in the use of gas and elec- 
tricity. The possibility of framing a scheme of rationing based 
upon the circumstances of individual consumers has been very 
carefully considered; but any such scheme would necessarily 
take a considerable time to bring into operation, and it is requi- 
site that a reduction of consumption should be secured immedi- 
ately. It is desired by the Board of Trade to administer the 
scheme with due consideration for consumers, subject only to the 
imperative necessity of securing immediately an adequate degree 
of saving in consumption. The rationing of gas and electricity, 
at any rate in its initial stages, must inevitably cause inconveni- 
ence to a large number of people; but the Board of Trade trust 
that they may have the co-operation of everyone concerned in 
carrying out the scheme which has been adopted. 


Part I.—OPERATION AND DEFINITIONS. 

1.—This Order shall have effect on and after April 2, 1918. 

2.—Part II. of this Order applies to gas and electricity manufactured 
or generated within the City and County of London, the Counties of 
Middlesex, Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Herthord, Huntingdon, Cambridge 
and the Isle of Ely, Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Northampton, and the 
Soke of Peterborough, Bedford. Buckingham, Oxford, Berks, Glouces- 
ter, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Wilts, Dorset, Somerset, Devon, 
and Cornwall, and to the counties and cities or towns and county 
boroughs situate therein. 

3-—Parts III. and IV. of this Order apply to Great Britain. 

4.—(a) The expression “ premises” means any place whatsoever 
other than those mentioned in Paragraph 8 hereof on which gas 
or electricity is consumed ; and any portion of premises which 
is supplied with gas or electricity by a separate connection shall 
be deemed to be separate premises. 

(6) A “place of entertainment” means a theatre, cinematograph 
theatre, music, and/or dancing hall, concert-room, and any 
place to which the public are admitted for entertainments, meet - 
ings, or lectures, whether for payment or not, and any club in 
which entertainments or lectures are given, but does not include 
an inn, hotel, or boarding-house. 

(c) A “shop” has the same meaning as in the Shops Act, 1912, and 
a “shop-front” includes any portion of a shop or any show-case 
or other similar device which is ordinarily used wholly or 
mainly for the display of goods to persons outside the shop. 

(2) A “quarter-of-a-year ” means the period between the readings of 
the meter taken nearest to the common quarter-days. 

(e) Part II. of this Order applies to gas and electricity supplied and 
consumed for any purpose whatever. 


Part II,—REsTRICTION ON THE CONSUMPTION, OF GAS AND 
ELECTRICITY. 


: 5.—No person shall consume, or cause or permit to be consumed, 
in any one quarter of a year on any premises of which he is the occu- 
pier, more than five-sixths of the amount of gas or electricity which was 
consumed on the same premises during the corresponding quarter of 
the years 1916 or 1917, whichever was the greater, provided that 
(a) If the amount consumed on any premises during any quarter of 
1916 or 1917 did not exceed the amount set out in the schedule 
hereto against such quarter, the occupier may consume in any 
corresponding quarter the same amount, and no more, as he 


consumed in such quarter of 1916 or 1917, whichever was the 
greater. 

(6). In any other case an occupier shall not be bound to reduce his 
consumption in any quarter below the amount shown for such 
quarter in the said schedule. . 

(c) Where between March 25, 1917, and March 25, 1918, there has 
been on any premises a material alteration in the apparatus or 
fittings consuming gas or electricity, the undertakers who supply 
such premises may, and on the application of the occupier 
thereof shall, assess the amount that may be consumed thereon 
in each quarter. In making such assessment, the undertakers 
shall have regard to the amount which might reasonably have 
been consumed on such premises if the same apparatus or fit- 
tings which are on the premises at the time of the assessment 
had been thereon during the corresponding quarter of the year 
March 25, 1917, to March 25, 1918. 

6.—Where any person is, or becomes, the occupier of premises of 

which he was not the occupier in the corresponding ‘quarter of 1917, 

the undertakers who supply gas or electricity to such premises shall 

serve upon the occupier a notice stating the amount consumed upon 
such premises during each quarter of 1917; and if such premises were 
unoccupied during any quarter or part of a quarter of the year afore- 
said, they shall state the estimated amount, calculated on the con- 
sumption of similar premises occupied for similar purposes in the 


neighbourhood which would have been consumed on such premises, 


and the occupier shall not consume or cause or permit to be consumed 
more than five-sixths of the amount shown in such notice. 

Where any person is dissatisfied with the amounts stated in such 
notice, he may apply to the Board of Trade for an increased con- 
sumption ; and their decision shall be final. 

7.—It shall be the duty of all undertakers who supply gas or 
electricity to report to the Board of Trade any person whose consump- 
tion appears to exceed that permitted by this Order—due allowance 
being made for any difference between the dates of the reading of the 
meter in the quarter under consideration and in the corresponding 
quarter of 1916 and 1917. ; oe 
8.—Nothing in this part of this Order applies to any premises which 
are a hospital, or which were being conducted as a bond fide nursing 
home on March 21, 1918, while they are so conducted, or to any pre- 
mises which are, or are part of, an establishment controlled under the 
Munitions of War Act, 1915, unless the Minister of Munitions.certi- 
fies that it is unnecessary that such building should be exempted from 
the provisions of this Order, or to a railway station goods yard or 
premises used in connection with the actual working of a railway, or 
to premises used for cold storage, or to any place where gas or elec- 
tricity is manufactured, generated, or transformed under statutory 
powers. 


Part III.—ApDpDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS APPLICABLE TO HOTELS, 
RESTAURANTS, CLUBS, AND PLACES OF ENTERTAINMENT. 


9.—No hot meal shall be served, and no food shall be cooked, in 
any inn, hotel, restaurant, boarding-house, club, hall, or public eat- 
ing or refreshment house between the hours of 9.30 o’¢lock p.m. and 
5 o’clock a.m. ; and no light shall be exhibited in any dining-room of 
any such place as aforesaid between the hours of ro o'clock p.m. and 
5 o'clock a.m., except such as may be needed for the necessary clean- 
ing and watching thereof. For the purpose of this paragraph, a 
“ dining-room ” means any room furnished or adapted for the serving 
of meals, and in which luncheons, dinners, or suppers are usually 
served to guests, customers, or members. Provided that nothing in 
this paragraph shall apply to beverages servéd to residents, or served 
in railway buffets, or to canteens at railway stations'to which;only 
members of His Majesty's Forces.and the attendants are admitted, or 
to meals supplied to travelling parties of His Majesty’s Forces on the 
order of a Naval or Military Authority, or to private canteens at 
Government offices or works, or at controlled establishments or police- 
stations. 

10.—No gas or electric current shall be consumed on the stage or 
in the auditorium of any place of entertainment between the hours of 
10.30°0’clock p.m. and 1 o’clock p.m. on the following day, except 
such as may be needed for the necessary cleaning or watching thereof, 
or for the purpose of a rehearsal, or exhibition of a cinematograph 
film to the trade, to which the public are not admitted. , 

11.—No entertainment or lecture shall be given in any part of an 
inn, hotel, or boarding-house which is lighted or heated by gas or 
electricity, whether such premises hold a music and/or dancing licence 
or not, between the hours of 10.30 o’clock p.m. and 1 o’clock p.m. on 
the following day. 


Part IV.—LIGHTING OF SHOP-FRONTS. 


12.—No light of any description shall be used at any time in any 
shop-front. Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be deemed 
to prohibit the use of : 


(a) Any light approved by a chief officer or superintendent of police 
as necessary for serving customers inside a shop. 

(b) Any light used solely for illuminating a small sign in a shop- 
front to indicate to persons outside that the shop is open for the 
serving of customers. : 


Part V.—GENERAL. 


13.—The Board of Trade may grant licences on special grounds 
exempting any person or persons or premises of any description from 
the provisions of this Order for such times, and subject to such con- 
ditions, as may be specified in such licence. 

14.—Proceedings for infringements of Part II. of this Order shall 
not be instituted except by, or by the direction of, the Board of Trade 
or the Attorney General. Before instituting any proceedings, the 
Board of Trade shall call upon the person affected to give an explana- 
tion of the apparent excessive consumption, and the Board shall con- 
sider any explanation offered. Provided that it shall be assumed in 
any prosecution, unless.the contrary is proved, that such explanation 
was called for, and (if offered) considered, before such prosecution was 
instituted. 








15.—Part II. of this Order may by notice be extended to apply to 





of tl 
Inst 


Wa 
Cor; 
men 


day) 
Mar 
Feb 
sinc 
occ: 


Cor 
poin 


phil 
Acc 
of tl 





el ht 


me 1 ee ome eer _ 7 eo 


ey Ve. 


—sS 





he desired to buy in the show-room or otherwise. 


APRIL 2, 1918.] 


GAS JOURNAL. 15 





gas or electricity manufactured or genérated in any place or places in 
England or Wales other than those mentioned in Paragrap 
Such notice shall be signed by the President of the Board of Trade or 


Secretary or Assistant Secretary thereof, and shall be published | 


bya 
in the “ London Gazette,” and shall fix a date not less than seven days 


from the date of the publication thereof upon which. this Order is to | 


apply to the place or places mentioned in the said notice. 
Defence of the Realm Regulations. 


17.—This Order may be cited as the Lighting, Heating, and Power | 


Order, 1918. 


SCHEDULE REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAPH 5. 


Gas. Electricity. 
Quarter of the Year, No. of 
Cubic Feet. of Trade Units. 


March 25toJume24 ..... 3000 se 20 
pe 8 a ee ee 3000 és 20 
Sept. 29 to Dec:@5 . . . 1. s 3500 oe 40 
Dec. 2§toMarch2g ..... 3500 oe 40 


W. F. Marwoop, 
A Secretary of the Board of Trade. 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 





SHorp WIinDow LIGHTING. 


Sir Albert Stanley has been asked to receive a deputation of | 
London retail traders’ associations, who wish to point out the 


need, in connection with the new shop-window lighting regula- 
tions, of making special provision for dark and foggy winter days. 


PERSONAL. 











The late Mr. AtFrrep Lass left estate of the gross value of 


£22,970, of which £22,805 is not personalty. 

Mr, RoBERT NEILL, of the Neepsend and Grimesthorpe works 
of the Sheffield Gas Company, has been elected a member of the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 

A year ago the Chelmsford onesies appointed Mr. R. E. 
WACKRILL temporary Secretary of the gas undertaking of the 
Corporation, for one year from March 31. 
mend that the appointment be continued. 


The Peterhead Town Council at their meeting yesterday (Mon- 


Now they recom- 


day) unanimously resolved to increase the salary of the Gas | 


Manager, Mr. WILLIAM‘ Ritcuiz, by £50 per annum, as from 
Feb. 1 last. 
since the commencement of the war—{25 on each of the former 
occasions, making a total increase of £100. 

Mr. WALTER BiRKETT, who was connected with the Stockport 
Corporation Gas Department for over 27 years, has been ap- 
pointed Chief Clerk to the Rhymney and Aber Valleys Gas and 
Water Company. Prior to taking up his new duties at Caer- 
philly, he was presented by the staff of the Gas Department 
Accounts Office with a tea service and dessert ware as a token 
of their appreciation of his labours among them. 


News has been received that Lance-Corporal P. Stewart, of 


the Royal Fusiliers (who prior to the outbreak of war was em- . 


i by the Davis Gas-Stove Company, Ltd., at Luton), who 
ad previously been reported missing and was supposed to have 
been killed, is alive and well, though a prisoner in enemy hands. 
Originally a member of the Territorial Force, he has rendered 
signal service both at the Dardanelles and on the Western Front. 
He has been once wounded. 


At a meeting of the Birmingham Gas Committee last Tuesday, 
under the presidency of Sir Hallewell Rogers, leave was taken of 
Captain R. S. Hitton, the Secretary and Manager, who recently 
resigned to accept a position with the Metropolitan Railway 
Carriage and Wagon Company, of Saltley. The Committee 
placed on record a resolution expressing appreciation of his ser- 
vices, and good wishes for his future. No decision has yet been 
arrived at with regard to the appointment of a Manager. 





Gas Much Safer than Electricity or Petroleum.—The official 
figures for 1916 published by the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers in the United States show that the aggregate loss caused 
by fires traced as originated by electricity is represented by over 


£4,000,000; petroleum and its products are responsible for about 


£1,250,000; and gas only £450,000, of which more than one- 
half is confined to States in which natural gas is extensively used. 


And all gas-caused fires are classed as strictly preventible. - Com- . 


menting on this report, the “ American Gas Engineering Journal” 
remarks that, although gas is not a very important factor as a fire 
hazard, it might be reduced to negligible proportions, as proved 


by the last sentence; and it is the duty of the industry to lessen - 


the number of gas-caused fires to the greatest possible extent by 
the exercise of discrimination in regard to gas appliances sold and 


of educational work that would render it im ible for dealers to . 


sell unsatisfactory or dangerous articles. The necessity for the 


gas appliance testing laboratory becomes more prominent each ° 


year; and those who are not working on a scale adequate to the 
maintenance of a fully equipped and competently manned staff, 
would do well to make arrangements with larger gas undertakings. 
All gas companies should advertise themselves as consultants 
respecting appliances at the service of any user of gas, whether 


h 2 hereof. | 


This is the third increase Mr. Ritchie has received ° 





ELECTRICITY SUPPLY MEMORANDA, 





THE reports of several of the’ London Electric Supply Companies 
have been issued, and meetings of shareholders held. Readirig 


| these, the similarity to the tales told i D 
16.—Infringements of this Order are summary offences against the | } sbadapr permet ce e014 tia 


at meetings of stockholders is very notice; 
able. There have been increased in- 
comes compared with preceding war 
years, due to higher charges and larger 


Electricity Supply 
Trading. 


business—not from lighting, but principally from power and heat- 


No. of Board || ing. Expenses in all directions have been considerably greater— 


for coal, materials, labour, &c. New appliances for using elec- 


|| tricity have had their supplies curtailed, and their prices raised; 


so that fresh business is not being obtained on the same terms 
as before the war. Cost of maintenance, too, has naturally been 


{| raised very materially. A few—but very few—of the concerns 


show higher net earnings than in the year before; in most. cases 
they are lower. Anyway, the higher charges to consumers‘ have 
abundant warrant in the conditions. For example, it is learned 
from the County of London Electric Supply Corporation’ that 
prior to the war the cost of coal represented 18°7 p.ct. of the total 
generating outlay; while in 1917 the figure was 30°8 p.ct.—this 
notwithstanding the economies effected by the use of steam tur- 
bines. At most of the meetings, references have been made to 
the extraordinary weight of the charges for labour, which: has 
arisen from first a liberal consideration of the position by the 


| directors, and then the supervening demands of the workers, 


which have had an indulgent ratification by the authorities for 
the sake of peace in these critical times, through the constant 
threatening to unfurl the strike banner while Germany is bringing 


‘| all her weight to bear upon our men at the Front, and the country 


is being subjected to an unprecedented test.’ Patriotism has in 
some quarters a strange manner of declaring itself; and it some- 
times chooses awkward times. 

However, dividends are being maintained, 
through the increase of prices. Electric 
supply companies have not a sliding-scale 
of price and dividend as have the gas companies to shackle their 
movements in war or any other period. So long as they keep 
within their maximum charge for any purpose—lighting, power, 
heating, and cooking—they are at liberty to pay good dividends. 
The St. James’ and Pall Mall and the Westminster Companies 
are enjoying dividends which give them 9g p.ct. for the year—in 


Some Dividends. 


| the former case 1 p.ct., and in the latter case 2 pict., higher than 


for 1916. This difference in the position of the electric supply 
companies and the gas companies is one of which note may be 
made in the gas companies’ application to Parliament for relief. 
The City of London Company are paying 8 p.ct. for the year, 
the County of London 7 p.ct., the South London 5 p.ct., the South 
Metropolitan 6 p.ct., the Metropolitan Electric Supply Corporation 
4 p.ct., and the Charing Cross Company (West end undertaking) 
4 p.ct., but the City part does not appear to be getting anything 
on the ordinary shares. The bordering companies have earned 
dividends with which in these times they should be very thankful. 
In most of the companies, the ordinary shareholders are doing 
better than the ordinary stockholders in gas companies, owing to 
the difference in their statutory powers regarding dividends, and 
the absence of restriction through not having like commodities 
under Government control. 


The St. James’ and Pall Mall Electric 


The Fickle Supply Company and the Westminster 
Thermometer and [Electric Supply Corporation have been 
Heating. having useful experiences in connection 


with the employment of electric-heaters, 
which experiences have brought to them the assurance (which 
has long been realized by gas undertakings) that the heating 
business is a very fickle one, and that in the demand it means 
spurts and recessions ‘which, without substantial storage, may 
on occasion represent a very smomfortable condition of things. 
The St. James’ and Pall Malkand the Westminster Companies 
bask in the sunshine of metropolitan luxury; and therefore they 
can hardly be looked upon as representing normal electric un- 
dertakings in this heating line of business. The patrons of the 
latter concern, for example, include some 2300 who have distri- 
buted among them about 6000 electric heaters, which average 
less than three apiece, and no doubt they want them, and could 
do with more, in severe weather—presuming that their purses 
are long enough to pay (compared with other systems of heating) 
fabulous prices for warmth. At the meeting of the St. James’ and 
Pall Mall Company, the point was made that part of the business 
is now dependent upon that fickle instrument, the thermometer ; 
and comparison was drawn between the effects upon demand of 
the extended spell of cold weather in the early part of 1917, com- 
pared with the shorter period of severe cold experienced this 
year. In fact, the shareholders were warned that, owing to this 
difference in temperature, they must expect a smaller revenue 
from the sale of energy this year. At the Westminster Com- 
pany’s meeting, a speech by Captain Edmutid Bax, in seconding 
the motion for the adoption of the report, proved conclusively 
that much of the recent accession of electric-heating business is 
of mushroom growth ; and it also showed that great care must be 
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exercised in the application of it or sufficient warmth will not be 
received, and that there must be a tender solicitude and mathe- 
matical in the use of the heaters or unpleasant bills will 
tesult. In these circumstances, shareholders must not expect 
that what is being done under exceptional war conditions repre- 
sents something that may be taken as a rule to apply to the peace 
days for which we are all looking. New conditions—competitive 
particularly—will then arise. 


Captain Bax admits that it was due to 

Mushroom Growth cold and coal that the Company were 
and almost inundated with orders for electric- 

Running Costs. heaters last year; and we may add that 

it was also partly attributable to the fact 

that the gas companies, through lack of sufficient supplies and 
men, could not keep pace with the shoals of orders that came 
unbidden into their hands. It was not a case of “ask and ye 
shall receive.” The asking was easy enough; compliance the 
very opposite. The Westminster Company could not supply all 
applicants. Among those they did supply, there seems to have 
been a great deal of disappointment with the heating results. 
Captain Bax confessed this; and he blamed the users for instal- 
ling too small capacity heaters. Who advised the users as to the 
size of heaters that they should instal? It is far better to have 
the disappointment on the cost side than on the room-warming 
efficiency side. The idea of Captain Bax is that heaters should 
be installed of (say) 4 kilowatt-hour capacity, which, while per- 
haps they will give the users the ability to keep warm, will at the 
‘same time give them the ability to run up a tremendous account 
for current. While comfort obtains, the cost of getting it is not 
always considered. This again is realized by the gallant Captain. 
He warns that the larger heaters must be employed in proper 
manner, as it is not economical to “burn” them constantly. 
But it is clear from what he says that electric-heaters mean re- 
‘stricted use of rooms. For instance, he says that if an electric- 
heater is used in a dining-room, it should be started ten minutes [?] 
before a meal; and a quarter of an hour after the meal begins, it 
should be cut down to one-half its capacity, which would keep the 
room warm enough through the rest of the meal. Consumers 
should well rehearse this suggested practice. The current, Cap- 
tain Bax says, would only cost 7d. per day [at what price per 
unit ?], and would give all the heat required during meal hours. 
What about the use of the room during other hours? Some 
people have not a variety of living rooms; and it is quite evident 
that during cold weather, given other rooms, it would be cheaper 
for people to dine in a room where a fire already existed, and so 
dispense with the electric-heater. Anyway, the 7d. per day means 
4s. 1d. per week for the warming of one room for meal times 
alone, under a strict attention to the starting, reduction, and dis- 
continuance of the use of the heater every meal time. The 7d. is 
an under-estimate at the rate of charge by many concerns. As- 
sume the electric-heater is on three times a day for 25 minutes, 
making 75 minutes. The 4-xw. heater would in that time use 
5 units; and there is the time balance of the three meals with 
the use of current at the rate of 2 kw. per hour. Well the worthy 
Captain, who has supplied very good reasons against the use 
of electric-heaters, anticipates an enormous extension of their use 
when normal conditions again prevail. But householders will then 
have a better selection of heating agents on the basis of more 
normal costs. Perhaps some of those who have had electric- 
heaters installed owing to the shortage of coal and the inability 
of gas companies to keep pace with the demand for gas-fires may 
then find good reasons in their experience for desiring a change. 


London electricity suppliers are not dis- 
turbing themselves much over the report 
of the Coal Conservation Sub-Committee 
of the Reconstruction Committee. The 
Special Electricity Supply Committee of the London County 
Council do not think, in view of the investigation by the Electric 
Power Supply Committee of the Board of Trade, that any legis- 
lative action will be taken upon the report of the Coal Conserva- 
tion Committee ; and so they anticipate that an opportunity of 
considering any proposals that are likely to be reflected in legisla- 
tion would occur after the issue of the report of the Board of 
Trade Committee. This seems to be a fairly logical conclusion. 


London 
Undisturbed. 


At the same time, it is evident the Special Committee of the : 


Council consider that Greater London will require separate treat- 
ment from the rest of the country. They have had conferences 
with the local authorities concerned, and with representatives of 
the companies. Certain suggestions have been made on behalf of 
the authorities ; and suggestions are now being awaited from the 
companies. Some of the companies we know are rather doubt- 
ful as to whether amalgamation and concentration would be able 
to serve London any better than some of the existing concerns. 
For example, at the recent meeting of the London Electric Supply 
Corporation, the Chairman (Mr. Robert H. Benson) held that the 
average charges in London do not compare unfavourably with 
those elsewhere either in this or any other country. In the case 
of this Company in 1914, the average charge was 0'94d., while the 
energy sold for power averaged 3d. unit. Had it not been for 
the war, there is no doubt, in his opinion, that the average charge 


would by now have reached the minimum mentioned in the Coal 


Conservation Sub-Committee’s report. If this be so, there is no 
need for any revolutionary action. 


Week by week the Coal Conservation 
‘Sub-Committee are shown that their 
report is of a character to invite criti- 
cism of varied intensity and weight. 


Though no legislation is likely to actually take place on the report, 

the technical and administrative heads of electrical supply in the 

provinces know that there is a personal link between the Coal 

Conservation Sub-Committee and the Board of Trade Com- 

mittee; and they fancy in the report of the former they see the 

shadows of the one that will emanate from the newer Committee. 

If this should prove true, a tussle will result that may produce a 

negative issue, and leave things much as they are at present. In 

an address given at the Manchester Engineers’ Club, Mr. S. L. 
Pearce, the Electrical Engineer of the city, has examined point 

by point the Coal Conservation Committee’s report ; and he has 
largely stripped it of any credit that it may have had in the eyes 

of the Lord Haldane of politicians, if they happen to have 
an opportunity of reading the criticism with understanding. Mr. 
Pearce finds the Sub-Committee’s case rests largely on assertion, 
which is not a safe foundation for any national structure. He 
cannot trace any information as to the anticipated cost of the 
super-power stations, nor as to the estimated cost of energy, nor 
the cost of transmission. He finds the whole report coloured too 
much by North-East Coast experiences; and in the comparisons 
there is no allowance made for local conditions, nor for the load 
upon municipal undertakings that is inseparable from all pioneer 
enterprise. An important part of the criticism refers to the con- 
demnation of municipalities on the ground that they have adopted, 
partially or exclusively, cooling towers for condensing purposes. 
A man of Mr. Merz’s standing ought to have foreseen that the 
attack on municipal engineering ability would not be allowed to go 
unchallenged, and that there was an obvious answer to it. Mr. 
Pearce gives the answer. There should be no wholesale con- 
demnation of cooling towers, as the transmission costs from a 
waterside site might be more than counterbalanced by the extra 
working cost due to the use of the cooling towers. On this point, 
Mr. Pearce says: 


With regard to coal transport costs, he had come to the conclusion 
that it would only pay to establish power stations 30 miles away 
from the area of supply if they could get coal 5s. per ton 
cheaper—facilities being the same in their own area and 30 miles 
away. It would not pay Manchester to have a power station 
at a distance exceeding 20 miles from the area of supply for the 
purpose of obviating the use of cooling towers, assuming there 
was no advantage to be inet in the cost of coal. The above 
figure of 20 miles could-be increased if cheaper coal and ample 
water were both available. Such sites did not exist in Lanca- 
shire. The superiority of electrical transmission over coal rail- 
ing only became apparent with very high load factors. 


Mr. Pearce dealt with many subjects, which brought him to the 
int that the true line of progress is to develop some of the ex- 
sting stations, and to link-up. This must be the most economi- 
cal line. To stop all extensions of existing plant would be un- 
wise. It has yet to be demonstrated that, from the consumers’ 
— of view, there is anything to be gained by the recovery of 
ye-products as part of the electrical system. Contrary to the 
report, he holds that public ownership should be adopted as the 
basis on which to build-up a national system for the whole of the 
country. Public ownership of a trading enterprise of this cha- 
racter is not fearfully objectionable if it is made like private en- 
terprises to pay its own way. We do not believe in ratepayers 
(quad ratepayers) expecting anything from public trading enter- 
prise; and we do not believe in such public enterprises expecting 
support from the ratepayers generally. Public trading enterprise 
is only justified if it is self-supporting ; and any profits made should 
be atilized in rendering the service cheaper or more efficient. 


Mr. Pearce on the 
Report. 








Manchester District Junior Gas Association.—The eighteenth 
annual meeting of the Association is to take place next Saturday, 
at the Grosvenor Hotel, Deansgate, Manchester, when Mr. C. E. 
‘Teasdale, of Salford, will deliver his Presidential Address. After 
tea, the members will discuss the paper, on “ Naphthalene,” that 
was recently read before the Association by Mr. W. Fletcher, of 
Liverpool. 


Motor Spirit and Fuel Oil from Cannel Coal.—The Institution 
of Petroleum Technologists have appointed a Committee “ to in- 
-quire into the possibility of employing cannel coal and allied sub- 
stances available in Great Britain as a source of supply of motor 
spirit, fuel oil, and other products, and to formulate a scheme for 
the utilizing of these minerals in the manner indicated.” Among 
those who have agreed to serve on the Committee are Sir Claren- 
don Hyde (Chairman), Lord Glenconner, Captain R. W. Barnett, 
M.P., Mr. Charles Greenway (ex-officio), Captain H. FitzHerbert 
Wright, M.P., Sir Ralph P. Ashton, Admiral Sir Edmund J. W. 
Slade, Mr. Edmund W. Abram, Professor J. S.S. Brame, Mr. W. 
‘J. A. Butterfield, Mr. A. W. Eastlake (ex-officio), and Mr. A. E. 
M. Taylor. Invitations to nominate representatives have been 
sent to the Mining Association of Great Britain and the Miners’ 
Federation of Great Britain. The technical advisers are: Geol- 
ogical, Mr. E. H. Cunningham-Craig; Mineral and Supplies, Mr. J. 
Arthur Greene (Hon. Secretary); Retorting, Dr. F. Mollwo Per- 
kin; and Chemical, Dr. A. E. Dunstan and Mr. A. G. V. Berry. 





‘Mr. W. Rogers is Hon. Treasurer. The offices are at Trafalgar 
1 Building, No. 1, Charing Cross, W.C. 2. 
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WOMEN’S LATEST FIELD—IN THE RETORT- 
; HOUSE. 


Ir may be remembered that, if the “ JournaL” for Jan. 22, an 
illustrated article appeared, entitled “‘ Manning’ Retort-Houses 
with Women—The Experiences at the Vauxhall Station of the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company.” A correspondent who has 
evidently visited the works referred to (though he does not speci- 
fically name the place) has sent for publication the following 
interesting sketch of the “* Work of Women in Retort-Houses at 
a London Gas-Works.” 


Every page that is written in the history of the work of women, 
during the war seems more wonderful than the last. Whether 
it is shell-making, aeroplane construction, building ships, motor 
lorries, or railway wagons, making steam-engines or guns, one is 
impressed alike by their enterprise, their industry, and their in- 
domitable courage. And now another page in this history needs 
to be written—one dealing with women at work in gas-works. 

While women were conquering in other fields, the retort-house, 
it was thought, needed endurance and energy beyond their powers. 
Women essayed the task—as they have essayed all tasks open to 
them—and they have proved, in a certain London gas-works, that 
not only can they do most of the jobs well but that in those where 
a meticulous carefulness is an advantage, they can beat the men. 
On the Rateau fan-blowers worked by two-cylinder internal com- 
bustion engines, there has been no instance of heated bearings 
since the women took charge (although formerly such instances 
were frequent) ; the amount of coke recovered from the furnace 
clinker has increased; coke sales have risen since a woman was 
put in charge of the weighing room; and so impressed is the 
engineer that he has trained a woman as his own deputy. 

The women stokers say that their health has improved since 
they undertook the work, so enthusiastic are they. Three of four 
retort-houses are worked solely by women. The work includes 
breaking the coal in the hopper above the charging machine, 
opening and closing the retort-lids, augering the pipes with augers 
mounted on long #-in. steel rods, scraping the lids of open retorts, 
scurfing the inside of mouthpieces, feeding hot coke as pushed 
from the retort into the furnaces, pushing down and levelling the 
charge, and lifting and closing the furnace covers. 

In the purifying department the women, with the help of two 
men, empty a purifier in six hours. The oxide is handled in basket 
skips by rods and poles; and on the revivifying floors it is wheeled 
in large barrows weighing 3 cwt. when loaded. 

In the smith’s shop, two women are blacksmith’s strikers; and 
another operates a power hammer. In the engine-room there are 
shift engineers, and one woman is in charge of an 80 u.P. hori- 
zontal engine on the belt-drive of the works’ pumps. In the yard 
they carry 3 cwt. bags of coke. They riddle, screen, wheel, and 
load lorries with 1 cwt. bags, drive horse-lorries, and deliver the 
coke on customers’ premises. All painting and tarring is done by 
them, including the gasholders and holder guide-framing. 

Slight alterations in the mechanical appliances have been made, 
in order to make the work easier. The barrow wheel has been 
placed further under the load; the augering tools are rather 
lighter; the risk of gassing is reduced to a minimum by making 
the box about to be emptied the outlet box for twenty-four hours 
before the change; and in the engine-room the centrifugal 
governor is guarded by means of a metal shield in the form of an 
inverted cone. 

The women are over eighteen years of age, and of average phy- 
sique. Many of them used to be laundry girls. The work ex- 
pected from them is two-thirds that done bya man. On day 
work, they draw pay and bonus in that ratio; and on piece work, 
they receive the same rates as the men. In the retort-house an 
extra woman is included in each shift; so that each worker may 
have a rest apart from the rest between each draw. They are 
clad in tunic, trousers, and cap; but the women stokers prefer a 
woollen jersey. A woman superintendent has oversight of the 
whole of the women, assisted by a forewoman on each job. 

The women’s spirits are excellent. They remain at work during 
air raids, merely replacing their caps by steel helmets. One can 
add nothing further, in the way of tribute, to that. 


—— 











, Experiments with Tar-Oil.—Reporting to the Dundalk Urban 
District Council, the Electrical Engineer stated, in reference to 
his experiments on the use of a lighter gravity tar oil, that, 
though the oil possessed certain advantages on a heat-energy 
basis, the large excess of naphthalene present in the lighter oil 
created considerable difficulties in both its handling and storage. 
In cold weather, the oil in the storage-tank and in the supply- 
pipes became quite solid, owing to the accumulation of naphtha- 
lene crystals. Trouble also arose from a similar cause with the 
valves of the tar-oil pumps on the various engines. It would be 
necessary to keep the oil stored in yard tanks at not less than 
60° Fabr. at all times, to prevent crystallization troubles. When 
running on American crude oil, it was found necessary to clean 
the engine pistons only once every twelve months; but it would 
appear advisable, with tar-oil as a fuel, to repeat this operation 
every six months. 








‘PRE-WAR GAS CONTRACTS IN FRANCE. 


THE judgment of the Conseil d’Etat of 1916 in the notable case 
of the Bordeaux Gas Company has been re-affirmed in even more 
explicit terms, the equity of which has been warmly recognized 
by gas undertakings in France, to whom the 1916 judgment has 
been in many cases the means of great relief from the pressing 
conditions of the time. 


Broadly, the previous judgment [see “ Journat,” April 4 and 
18, 1916] admitted the legal efficacy, in annulling or modifying 
pre-war contracts, of new conditions of so exceptional a nature 
that they did not come within the prevision of either party to such 
a contract. The re-affirmation of this doctrine in its application 
to the circumstances of every gas undertaking in France, has 
arisen from an appeal to the Conseil d’Etat by the Poissy Light- 
ing Company against a decision of a Judicial Court, by which the 
Company’s claim to make an increase in the price of gas supplied 
by it to the Maison Centrale de Poissy was dismissed. On appeal 
to the Conseil d’Etat, this judgment has been annulled, and the 
dispute made the subject of an analysis so succinctly relevant to 
the real circumstances, and so clearly equitable in its dealings 
with them, that it may be quoted as information for those in 
other countries where the conditions are not greatly dissimilar. 
This judgment of Feb. 8 last, as translated from its full text in 
the “ Journal des Usines 4 Gaz,” is as follows: 


Inasmuch as the essence of a contract is to definitely regulate the 
obligations of the parties between whom it is drawn up, and as the 
contractor is bound to carry out his contract under the conditions laid 
down, and for the sum agreed upon, the variation of the prices of raw 
materials from economic causes forms a contingency which, according 
to circumstances, can be favourable or unfavourable to the contractor, 
and (with the risks and dangers thereby involved) is presumed to have 
been allowed for by each party to the contract in the calculations and 
forecasts made before entering into it. 

But the occupation by the enemy of the greater part of the coal- 
bearing districts on the Continent of Europe, and the constantly 
greater difficulty of ocean transport (as much by the requisition of 
ships as by naval warfare) have in the course of the war led to an in- 
crease in the cost of coal to a degree not only exceptional in the 
ordinary sense of the term but one involving in the manufacture of 
gas an additional cost which, baffling in a measure all calculations, 
certainly exceeds the utmost limits of such increase capable of being 
foreseen by the parties at the time of the contract ; and therefore, in 
these circumstances, the equity of the contract is completely upset. 
The Poissy Lighting Company is thus entitled to claim that it cannot 
be bound to adhere to the precise conditions foreseen at the time of 
the contract with the Maison Centrale de Poissy while the abnormal 
circumstances continue. 

It therefore follows from the preceding that if the plaintiff Company 
is not entitled to claim that it cannot be held bound to bear the in- 
crease in the cost. of raw material, nor that the price of gas supplied 
by it should be fixed with regard to this whole increase, it would be 
altogether excessive to admit that the terms of the contract as they 
stand can be enforced as though it were a case of ordinary commercial 
contingencies. On the contrary, it is necessary, in order to put an 
end to the difficulties of the situation, to find a solution which shall 
pay due regard to the maintenance of the public service and to the 
special conditions to which the terms of the contract do not apply. 
That is to say, it is held that, on the one hand, the Company was 
bound to assure a supply of gas to the Maison Centrale de Poissy, and 
on the other that it shall be made liable during the period of difficulty 
above mentioned for only the part of the heavy consequences which 
the reasonable interpretation of the contract allows of being laid upon 
it. Therefore the earlier judgment must be annulled, and the plaintiff 
Company sent back to the previous Court for the purpose of discover- 
ing by agreement the special conditions under which the Company was 
continuing its supplies up to Dec. 31, 1917 (the date of the expiry of 
the contract), and for determining, with reference to the facts in issue, 
the amount of the indemnity to which it is entitled in respect to the 
ex-contractual circumstances in which it has been bound to maintain 
its supplies during the period in question. 


An order of the Conseil d’Etat has, therefore, been made in 
accordance with this decision; but the indemnity to be awarded - 
to the Poissy Lighting Company has not yet been announced. 








Scottish Junior Gas Association (Western District).—At the 
annual general meeting of the Association, which will take place 
in Glasgow on Saturday, Mr. Alexander Yuill, of Dundee, will 
deliver a lecture, dealing with the vertical retorts and other de- 
partments of the works at Dundee. 


Protection of Cast-Iron against Rust.—According to the 
“ Zeitschrift des Deutscher Ingenieure,” protection of cast iron 
against rust has been provided for by Herr Strubing, an Austrian 
engineer, by a process occupying a few minutes, in which the 
iron is treated in an electrolytic bath of cadmium and copper or 
cadmium and zinc. A detailed description of the process was 
given in the “ Génie Civil,” of March 16. 


Gas for Motor Vehicles.—The Board of Trade have issued a 
notice, under the Gas (Use in Motor Vehicles) Local Prohibition 
Order, 1918, cancelling the prohibition of the use, for driving 
moitor vehicles, of gas manufactured or supplied by the under- 
takngs of the Sheffield Gas Company, the Stockport Corporation, 
the Stockton-on-Tees Corporation, and the Town of Dudley Gas 
Light Company. The prohibition continues to apply as regards 
the Portsea Island and the Tottenham Companies, 
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PROFITEERING AND THE GAS INDUSTRY. 


By Tuos. NEWTON. 


Amonc the varied phenomena in business which the war has 
revealed, nothing in all probability has excited so much interest 
and discussion as that phase of activity known as profiteering. 
Before the war, the profiteer had little or no scope for his per- 
nicious activities, owing to the free play of natural economic 
forces. But when once the supply of labour and commodities 
fell immensely short of the national demands, the potential 
profiteer found himself lavishly endowed with golden opportuni- 
ties, which he utilized to the fullest possible extent. Intrinsic 
values in men and things (with a few notable exceptions) appar- 
ently belong to a bygone age; and, judged from a former and 


saner standpoint, values which are altogether fictitious now reign 
supreme. 





Tue EFFECT ON THE Gas INDUSTRY. 


A combination of circumstances seems to have rendered the 
gas industry the peculiar victim of the profiteer ; and the victimi- 
zation is complete to the last detail. In some cases, the methods 
employed are brutally frank as well as inconsiderate ; while other 
instances furnish remarkable evidence of a subtle intention to 
obtain, either by hook or by crook, the full “pound of flesh.” 
The cost of all the industry’s raw materials is notoriously high. 
According to the miners’ representatives, the price of coal is 
unduly inflated, and altogether out of proportion to the increase 
of wages granted to the miners, But when we know of the 
inclusion of from 20 to 30 p.ct. of rubbish in the coal which is 
being distributed to-day—and bearing in mind that this worthless 
stuff is invoiced at exactly the same inflated price as the coal—it 
almost appears that the quintessence of the subtlest form of pro- 
fiteering has at last been evolved. In ordinary times, this would 
have been considered intolerable. But how much-more inexcus- 
able is it to-day, when the national resources of comparatively 
higher-paid labour are thus squandered, and rendered futile? 
Everything that a gas undertaking buys to-day is increased in 
price—and in this there appears to be no finality—but restricted 
prices govern what it has to sell; and this position of affairs 
occasions grave concern. 

Just as manufacturing costs are adversely affected, so also are 
the costs surrounding distribution. The repeated advances in the 
prices of tubes, fittings, cookers, fires, and all kinds of gas appa- 
ratus seem as though they were expressly designed to cripple, if 
not to kill, the trade. One readily concedes that, under the pre- 
vailing abnormal conditions, some readjustment of prices became 
inevitable ; but the gravamen of the present charge is that the 
prevailing abnormal conditions have been exploited out of all 
proportion to the necessities of the case. The most unfortunate 
part of the whole business is that just when the public were being 
invited, and were being educated to make the most of our fuel 
resources by a more extended use of gas for all conceivable pur- 
poses, the hampering effect of unreasonably high prices has com- 
pletely neutralized whatever advantage might have been secured. 
While it may be quite true that an increased demand for gas 
would embarrass those undertakings whose output is far above 
the normal, owing to the exigencies of war-work, it is also true 
that an increased demand for gas would be welcomed by other 
gas undertakings not similarly circumstanced. Unfortunately, 
however, the latter concerns are effectively penalized, and their 
development is unduly thwarted, by the prevailing high prices of 
all kinds of material; and this state of affairs cannot fail to be 
detrimental, in the long run, to the best interests of the industry. 
A community of interest should naturally exist between an in- 
dustry and those who supply it with its raw materials. The gas 
industry’s raw materials, generally, are those things which go to 
the manufacture and distribution of gas, from coal to burners. 
Yet, notwithstanding the gas industry’s fettered position, it is 
being subjected to harsh and unmerited injustice at the hands of 
those to whom it might reasonably look for better treatment. 


Tur Excess Prorits Tax. 


When the Government decided to impose an excess profits tax 
of 80 p.ct., most people thought that the Government were on the 
right track, and that the evils associated with profiteering would 
speedily be eliminated. The profiteer, however, held a different 
opinion. Contrary to the general e tation, he s; y demon- 
strated that a law which was restate designed to limit his profit- 
making proclivities could be used very effectively to further his 
own particular interests. Some even traded on the law, and used 
it for what it was worth. Others, ignoring the implied restrictive 
nature of the law, regarded it simply as a licence to profiteer to 
their hearts’ content-—on the strict understanding that the spoils 
were shared with the State. The nation’s necessity provided the 
profiteer with golden opportunities, too good to be missed; and 
because the State claimed a percentage of his excess profits, he 
became infatuated with the fallacy that the State was privy to his 
profiteering. Thus he argued that the more he qualtented the 
more would he benefit the State, utterly oblivious of the fact that 
the application of this vicious principle causes all sections of the 
community to suffer in common. Of all things, this surely is the 
most reprehensible, that a deliberate profiteering, involving the 
payment of a proportion of his profits to the State in the form of 
a tax, a man should pose as a national benefactor. 

In the gas industry, as in other industries, men are to be found 





who, while ostensibly shouldering their share of the national bur- 
den in a time of real stress, not only manage to saddle it on to 
others, but somehow or other contrive also to make a substantial 
profit out of it inthe bargain. The legitimate development of the 
gas industry is in real danger of being thwarted, just as its pro- 
gress is being retarded, through the machinations of the profiteer, 
and it is a sad reflection that the amount of potential mischief is 
out of all proportion to the excess profit which is likely to accrue 
as a consequence. A simple calculation will show how this works 
out. Suppose, for example, that an individual's (or a firm’s) pre- 
war profits represented £100. Then came the war, and with it 
immense opportunities—since demand was greatly in excess of 
supply. The prevailing conditions favoured inflated prices, which 
resulted in increased profits. The Excess Profits Tax, instead of 
acting as a check operated in the opposite direction, and acted as 
a direct incentive to profiteering. Thus the individual (or firm as 
the case may be) who budgetted, in the circumstances, for a double 
net profit—t.c., for £200 instead of £100—had perforce to extract 
six times his original profit from his customers in order to make 
it, since 80 p.ct. of the excess profit must necessarily be paid to 
the State. If, therefore, the consumer is compelled to provide six 
times the amount of the producer’s original profit before the pro- 
ducer can reap a double net profit, some slight idea may be formed 
as to the extent of the inflated prices which enable a firm to 
treble, and even quadruple, its pre-war profits. There is now a 
shrewd suspicion that the Excess Profits Tax has not justified its 
para reoinay, wonvew the imposition of controlled prices. The chief 
difficulty in the successful application of an excess profits tax— 
unless the tax be 100 p.ct.—lies in the fact that the profiteer can 
make the untaxed balance represent just what sum he will. 








The Welding Test. 


Any reader who may happen to be the unfortunate possessor 
of a fractured piece of machinery can secure, for the trouble of 
asking, from Messrs. Barimar, Ltd., No. 10, Poland Street, Oxford 
Street, W. 1, a copy of an illustrated booklet entitled “The Weld- 
ing Test.” This contains a great deal of information with regard 
to the work done by the firm named, as scientific welding experts. 
It is, they point out, only during the past few years that welding 
has been recognized as a reliable and economical method of re- 
pairing broken metal. As a matter of fact, it was about eleven 
years ago that the firm started to weld cast iron; and early suc- 
cesses with difficult repairs in iron led to a demand for similar 
services in connection with aluminium, brass, copper, steel, and 
the various alloys. Thus, new plant was continually being added 
to the factory; and to-day, in their new works, the firm operate 
all recognized processes of welding, including the latest electric 
machines. A number of jobs are illustrated in the booklet ; and it is 
just because all these have stood the test of time (not one having 
broken), that the title of “The Welding Test” has been applied 
to it. All ordinary repairs are, indeed, undertaken on the under- 
standing that the part repaired will give service equal to its con- 
dition when new. 


— 
—_—- 


Gas-Fires in Operating Theatres. 


An extremely interesting account of a curious investigation 
which was followed up to a successful conclusion was given in 
the March issue of the “ Bulletin ” of the British Commercial Gas 
Association. The account is not only interesting, but contains 
matter of much practical value in enabling the industry to over- 
come an apparent objection to the most convenient and reliable 
method of fulfilling the highly important function of maintaining 
the temperature of an operating theatre. At the Truro Naval 
Hospital, in the course of operations, when a gas-fire was in use, 
when the anesthetics were administered, the atmosphere speedily 
became cloudy and oppressive ; and the surgeons expressed the 
ee that in some way the gas-fire decomposed the chloroform, 
liberating the chlorine. Mr. S. J. Ingram (the Gas Manager) on 
hearing of the difficulty, made inquiry, and found the fire burned 

erfectly, without a trace of down-draught or of products escaping 
into the room. However, as an experiment several operations 
were performed without the use of the gas-fire; and the atmo- 
sphere remained quite normal. In the room were two sterilizer 
burners; and when they only were in use, discharging all the 
products into the room, the conditions were normal. UIti- 
mately, Mr. J. G. Clark visited Truro, and got to the bottom of the 
trouble. The sterilizers were on one side of the room, and the 
fire on the facing side; and his explanation was that, while the 
portion of the heavy chloroform vapour which passed to the fire 
would be immediately conducted into the chimney, that which 
went towards the sterilizer would undergo decomposition in and 
against the flame and by contact with the hot burner. There 
were louvres in the fanlight; but with the fire lighted, the intense 
chimney draught created reversed the action of the louvres, and 
the products of combustion and decomposition were then drawn 
directly across the room, and within the breathing level of the 
patient, surgeons, and nurses. An enamelled hood with flue- 
pipes was suggested by Mr. Clark as the cure. 


<i 
=< 


At a meeting of the Illuminating Engineering Society, at the 
Society of Arts on Tuesday, the 16th inst., Prof. W. M. Bayliss, 


F.R.S., will read a paper on “ Light and Vision: The Physiology 
of the Retina,” ; 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We are not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents.) 


Gas Light and Coke Company's Co-Partnership Scheme. 


S1r,—With reference to Mr. Charles Hunt’s letter in your last issue, 
I beg to point out that, in the case of the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany, the emasculation of which he complains will not occur, as our 
co-partners will benefit to a very great extent at almost every point of 
comparison. k 

They will immediately receive a bonus of £2 18s. 8d. p.ct., instead 
of nothing under the old scheme ; and they are assured that, so long as 


there is a dividend on the ordinary stock, they will always receive a 
bonus. D. MILNE Watson, Managing Director, 
The Gas Light and Coke Company. 
Horseferry Road, S.W., March 26, 1918. 


ee 


Ventilation by Gas-Fires. 


Sir,—I was pleased to read in Prof. Watkinson’s letter in the 
** JoURNAL”’ for March 109, the reference to ventilation by gas-fires ; 
and there is only one point to which I should like to allude. 

The case for the ample adequacy of ventilation by gas-fires is fully 
recognized by Prof. Watkinson ; but there appears to be an assumption 
that, in so far as the number of air-changes per hour by coal-fire may 
exceed the number by gas-fire, the coal-fire is to that extent a better 
ventilator. But, as I pointed out in my paper contributed to the dis- 
cussion on air pollution before the British Association in 1915— 

**not infrequently the removal of air by the coal-fire, vid the 
chimney, has been so great that the occupants of the room have 
found themselves inconvenienced by the excessive draught near 
the floor.’’ 

In other words, any excess on the part of the coal-fire beyond the 
adequate rate of air-change afforded. by a properly-constructed venti- 
lating gas-fire means-more draughts, not better ventilation. 

JoHN WRIGHT & Co., 


per H. JAMES YATES, Chairman and Managing-Director. 
Birmingham, March 27, 1918. 
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Reading Gas Company and the Aldershot Gas Bill. 


S1r,—I appreciate your courtesy in inserting my letter in your issue 
of the 19th inst., dealing with the remarks of the Chairman of the 
Reading Gas Company, made at their recent annual meeting of share- 
holders, and to which some publicity has been given—locally and other- 
wise. It was obvious such a statement, if uncontradicted, would con- 
vey false impressions; and it was to prevent these that I was com- 
pelled, much against my fecling, to publish the correspondence which 
had passed between Mr. Helps and myself. The object has-been at- 
tained, and can be easily understood by anyone who may be interested 
in the principles underlying my attitude. ; 

It needs no Ordnance map to understand the position in regard to 
the three parishes over which the question mainly arose: Shinfield (de- 
tached) was inadvertently included in our notices. . It. appears that this 
parish was scheduled in the 1870 Reading Act; but after a lapse of 
nearly fifty years it has not yet been supplied. Our inadvertence in 
such circumstances might easily be forgiven, especially as we did not 
hesitate, on being told, to delete it from our proposals. Beech Hill, 
an intervening parish, is not in the Reading gas area. In regard to 
Swallowfield, the other parish, the correspondence already published 
fully explains the whole circumstances. 

The concluding two paragraphs in Mr. Helps’s. letter do not call for 
any particular reply, especially so to those who do not desire to re- 
strict their activities to home areas, but, at the same time, respect their 
neighbours. There has been no action on behalf of this Company 
which can be construed otherwise. 

The fact that Reading was the only neighbour to deposit a petition, 
coupled with the above statement, needs no further comment; and if 
the Chairman of the Reading Company had not made the unfortunate 
remarks, there would have been no need for this correspondence, 
which, so far as I am concerned, is now closed. 


R. W. EDWarbs. 
Aldershot, March 27, 1918. 


<i 
<te 





Reconstruction. 


S1r,—With reference to your comments on the second ‘* Whitley 
Report ”’ in the recent issue of the ‘‘ JouRNAL,”’ no doubt you will agree 
with the fundamental belief of the National Alliance of Employers and 
Employed, that the industrial problems of the future can only be solved 
by the parties directly concerned—7.e., the employers and the trade 
unionists. The Whitley proposals are excellent as far as they Bo, but 
they do not go far enough; and the machinery with which it is pro- 
posed to put the Whitley report into operation will only perpetuate the 
difficulties inseparable from bureaucratic influence. The attempted 
application to this and that branch of industry of schemes evolved by 


this and that Department of State is bound to bring about not re- 
construction but confusion. 


out our industrial salvation. 

Demobilization, for instance, is essentially a question on which the 
great partnership of industry must have a deciding voice. The schemes 
of a number of Government Departments whose efforts are not con- 
trolled, co-ordinated, or directed by a properly constituted central 
body, can lead only to confusion and a multiplication of the difficul- 
ties. The demand of this Alliance is that powers shall. be obtained 
from Parliament to set up a Central Statutory Board with supreme 
regulating and supervising power—two-thirds of the members of. the 
Central Board to be representatives of employers and employed in 


Capital and labour must together work 





equal numbers appointed by Employers’ Associations and Trade Unions. 
We further démand that the Employment Exchanges shall be placed 
under the contro! of Local Boards similarly constituted ; and that where 
Trade Unions by arrangements with Employers’ Associations are cap- 
able of placing their members in employment, they shall have all the 
necessary powers conferred upon them. 

The National Alliance recognizes the necessity for Government De- 
partments during the present national emergency ; but when the war is 
over, it wants to see industry controlling itself without the interference 
of departmental officials. It represents no political party, and it ad- 
vocates no particular theory of economics ; but it does stand for national 
unity between capital and labour, and the friendly co-operation which 


this unity implies. A. H. Paterson, Secretary, 


National Alliance of Employers and Employed. 
64, Victoria Street, S.W., March 25, 1918. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 





[Extracted from the ‘‘ Official List ’’ for March 27.] 
Nos. 4705—5184. 

AsHCROFT, E. A.—‘‘ Carbonization of coal and distillation and 
cracking of oils, pitches, &c.’’ No. 4782. 

BAILEY, C. W.—‘ Production of ammonium nitrate.’’ No. 4877. 

BALLINGALL, J. M.—‘‘ Hydrogen gas plants.” No. 4802. 

BRAYSHAW, E. R. & S. N.—“‘ Gas-fired furnaces.’” No. 4797. 

BRAYSHAW, E. R. & S. N.—‘‘ Burner for gas-fired furnaces.” 
No. 4812. 

Carmont, W. H.—‘‘ Gas or oil stoves.” No. 4929. 

CraBB, W.— Separating and purifying creosote oil.’”’ No. 5080. 

DEMPSTER, R. & J.—See Ballingall. No. 4802. 

Denny, H. S.—See Bailey. No. 4877. 

GipBons Bros.—‘ Feeding furnaces 
coke-ovens, muffles, &c.’’ No. 4805. 

Hanps, G.—‘‘ Gas adjusting or regulating devices.” 

HEGGIE, C.—‘‘ Gas-fires, &c.’’ No. 5091. 

JEFFERIES, A. T.—See Bailey. No. 4877. 


and gas-retort settings, 


No. 4727. 


Kent, A. T.—‘‘ Treatment of carbonaceous substances.” No. 
5014. 
MANSELL, W.—‘‘ Gas-heated radiators.’”” No. 4977. 


MASTERS, E.—See Gibbons. No. 4805. 
MULLINER, H. H.—See Kent. No. 5014. 
RAYBOULD, A.—See Hands. No. 4727. 


SEARLE, A. B.—‘‘ Distillation of solid and -liquid substances.” 


No. 4738. 

Spicer, H. H. (Wells).—‘‘ Carbonization of wood, &c.’’ No. 
4925. 

TuHorp, F. & H. T:—‘‘ Gas, &c., meters.’’ No. 5026. 

T1LLEY, T. C.—‘‘ Vapour burners.’’ No. 4928. 


Wells, 7.—See Spicer. No. 4925. 
WeEstwoop, F. & H. B.--‘‘ Fittings of gas-lamps.’’ 
Yates, H. J.—Sce Brayshaw. No. 4797. 

Yates, H. J.—‘*‘ Gas-fires, &c.”’ 


No. 5059. 


No. 5091. 








Bexhill. Water and Gas Company. 


The report submitted at the~half-yearly meeting of the Company— 
which was held at the Cannon Street Hotel last Tuesday—stated that 
the accounts for the six months ended Dec. 31 showed a balance at 
the credit of the profit and loss account available for dividend of £7957. 
The Chairman (Mr. A. H. Kersey) said it would be a matter for con- 
gratulation on the part of the shareholders, as it was of gratification 
to the Directors, that they were able to maintain the dividend at pre- 
war rates, notwithstanding the enormous difficulties which they, in 
common with other similar undertakings, had experienced. ‘The in- 
crease in the revenue was large—namely, £2650, or 164 p.ct. The 
additional revenue on gas account was £2121, or 21 p.ct. But, un- 
fortunately, this large gain had been counteracted by a heavy increase 
in expenditure; the addition on gas account being £1999, and the 
total increase in expenditure £3075. Fuel and wages were almost 
entirely responsible for this growth of expenses; the other items re- 
maining practically normal. It was greatly to be feared that there 
would not only be a further heavy increase in the cost of materials, 
but there would also be a considerable curtailment of the supply of 
these materials, together with a probable restriction by the Govern- 
ment in the output of gas. In view of. the outlook generally, the 
Directors had deemed it wise to raise the price of gas a further 1s. per 
1000 c.ft. At. the last meeting, he had referred to the Government 
requirements in the matter of explosives, and had told the shareholders 
that a plant for the production of benzol was in course of erection. 
Owing to unforeseen delays, he was sorry to say that this’ plant was 
not yet complete and in working order.. The devotion of the staff had 
been very noteworthy. It was largely due to their exertions that it 
had been possible to maintain the dividend; and they were deserving 
of the hearty thanks of the proprietors. The report was adopted; and 
dividends were declared for the half. year at the rate of 6} p.ct. per 
annum on the £34,000 of capital authorized by the Company’s Acts of 
1885 and 1892, at the rate of £4 11s. p.ct. per annum on the £123,720 
authorized by the Act of 1896, Order of 1901, and Act of 1904, and at 
the rate of 5 p.ct. per annum on the £15,000 preference share capital, 
less income-tax. This, with provision for income-tax, would absorb 
44294, and leave £3663 to be carried forward. 
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A Small Loss at Ilkley.—The Ilkley District Council have decided 
on an increase in the price of gas from 3s. 9d. to 4s. 3d. per 1000 c.ft. 
A sum of from £1500 to £2000 annually has usually been taken from 
the gas profits for the relief of rates; but owing to the increased work- 


ing costs and decreased consumption, there has been a loss on the last 
year of £700. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


MUNITION PRODUCTION IN THE BIRMINGHAM AREA. 


A Large T.N.T. Factory. 


A visit of inspection has, on the invitation of the Ministry of Muni- 
tions, been made by newspaper representatives in the Birmingham and 
district munitions area. Among other works noticed, the following 
account of a large T.N.T. factory in this area appears in the current 
number of the “ Engineer.” 


The T.N.T. factory which has been erected in the Birmingham area 
was the first, and is one of the largest, factories for this explosive 
which has been erected by the British Government. It stands on a site 
of 30 acres, which in January, 1915, was pasture land, and must have 
played a very great part in the prosecution of the war. In May, 1915, 
the factory, though only partially erected, was turning out trinitro- 
toluol, and is now producing about 100 tons per day at a very low cost. 
In fact, it is claimed that, when the history of this war comes to be 
written, the Birmingham plant will be recorded as the most economi- 
cal, efficient, and up-to-date T.N.T. plant erected during the war by 
any of the Allied nations. The works are under the management of 
Messrs. Chance and Hunt, who, prior to the war, were large manu- 
facturers of sulphuric acid (one of the principal raw materials in T.N.T. 
production) ; and to this firm, to Mr. K. B. Turner, and an able staff 
of a hundred fully qualified chemists, all the credit for the erection of 
the plant, and the success with which it has been operated almost 
without a hitch, is due. In addition to the manufacturing plant, there 
is an extensive research department under the direction of Dr. O. E. 
Mott, O.B.E. The plant is set-up on two separate pieces of land. The 
number of hands employed is 1300, of whom goo are men. The process 
is a continuous one; and it is extremely gratifying to learn that the 
management have discovered how to handle T.N.T. without casualties 
from that most irritating malady ‘‘T.N.T. rash,”? and without seri- 
ously upsetting the digestions, hearts, and lungs of those engaged in 
the manufacture and operations. We can substantiate the claims of 
the Birmingham works in this respect to some extent, by noting the 
appearance of the workers, whose cheeriness and comfort were self- 
evident. The works are equipped with an elaborate fire-fighting plant, 
acid-proof clothing, and safety areas. The finished product is a 
pinkish, flakey material, produced on granulating rolls, weighed, and 
packed into wooden boxes secured by brass nails. This latter opera- 
tion is performed by girls in an isolated building, in which every possi- 
ble precaution is taken against explosion. The medical and welfare 
sections of the factory are special features, and have materially reduced 
the amount of sickness of the workpeople. 
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BRITISH GAS LIGHT COMPANY, LTD. 








The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Company was held last 
Wednesday, at the London Offices, No. 11, George Yard, Lombard 
Street, E.C.—Mr. R. S. GARDINER in the chair. 


The SeorETARY (Mr. A. W. Brookes) read the notice calling the 
meeting, the report of the Directors, and the Auditors’ certificates 
attached to the general and the Norwich accounts. The Directors’ 
report was as follows: 


The Directors submit the half-yearly accounts of the Company to Dec. 31 
last, as examined and certified by the Auditors, who have also vouched for 
the correctness of the investments held by the Company. 

HULL.—The gas-rental shows an increase of £6751, as compared with 
the corresponding period of 1916, the price of gas being the same—viz., 
2s. 4d, per 1000 c.ft. The gas sold shows an increase of 54,812,973 c.ft., 
being at the rate of 8°73 p.ct. 

NORWICH.—The gas-rental shows an increase of £12,289, as compared 
with the corresponding half of 1916; the price of gas being as. 4d., as against 
38. per 1000 c.ft.; and in each case subject to reductions for gas used for 
manufacturing and other purposes. The gas sold shows an increase of 
43,888,000 c.ft.—equal to 14°62 p.ct. : 

POTTERIES.—The gas-rental shows an increase of £2038, as compared 
with the corresponding period of 1916; the price of gas being the same— 
viz., 38. per 1000 c.ft., with a rebate of 3d. for prompt payment. Special 
discounts to large consumers and to consumers of gas for power purposes 
are also allowed. The gas sold shows an increase of 15,563,640 c.ft.; being 
at the rate of 9°41 p.ct. 

TROWBRIDGE.—The gas-rental shows an increase of £692, as compared 
with the corresponding period of 1916; the price of gas being the same— 
viz., 38. 5d. per rooo c.ft., with discounts according to consumption. The 
gas sold shows an increase of 3,258,464 c.ft., or at the rate of 9°35 p.ct. 

HOLYWELL.—The gas-rental shows an increase of £174; the prices of 
gas ranging from 5s. to 3s. 6d. per 1000 c.ft., as against 4s. 8d. to 3s. 1d. 

GENERAL.—The total profit, after deducting income-tax and interest on 
debenture and debenture stock, is £27,714, which, added to the balance 
broueht forward, provides an available amount of £95,002. From this sum 
the Directors have transferred £3000 to the general reserve fund (London) ; 
and they now recommend a dividend at the rate of ro p.ct. per annum, 
with a bonus of 2s. 6d. per share, both less income-tax, which will amount 
to £24,046, leaving a balance to the credit of profit and loss account of 
£67,955, 

A GENERAL SURVEY—GOOD INCREASE OF BUSINESS. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was now his duty to submit the report and 
accounts, and to ask the proprietors to be good enough to adopt them, 
if they thought fit. The operations of the Company as a whole in the 
past half year showed a total sale of 1251 million cubic feet of gas—an 
increase of 117,847,000 c.ft. on the corresponding half of 1916, or at 
the rate of 10} p.ct. But this consumption was still a reduction of 
a} p.ct. on the pre-war corresponding half year—that was to say, of 
1913. The total receipts for gas amounted to £169,647, as compared 
with £147,703 in the corresponding half of 1916. The net profit was 
427,714, as compared with £24,858. After adding £3000 to the 
reserve fund, they were able to recommend the payment of a dividend 





of 5 p.ct., with a reduced bonus of 2s. 6d. per share, both payable less 
income-tax, instead of free of income-tax as was the case years ago, 
which, he was afraid, meant very considerable sacrifice to many of 
the old shareholders. There then remained a small balance of £668 
to be added to the amount of undivided profit carried forward. Coal 
cost £14,830 more in the past half year than in the corresponding half 
year; and wages—including war wages and war bonus—cost 4.9676 
more. The number of the Company’s men who had joined the King’s 
Forces since the outbreak of war was 424; and the total amount ex- 
pended by the Company in assisting their wives and families amounted 
at the end of last half year to £8927. On the last occasion he men- 
tioned that 29 of the men had lost their lives; and since the proprietors 
last met, seven more had been called upon to make the great sacrifice. 
He had thought it would be interesting to give the few figures he had 
done in order to represent to the proprietors the result of the Com- 
pany’s operations as a whole. 


THE INDIVIDUAL STATIONS. 

Dealing with the stations separately, Hull had earned its parlia- 
mentary interest ; but the station still owed the parent Company £/3539 
for insufficiency of interest, and would not be in a sound position until 
this deficiency had been wiped out and the station reserve fund had 
been reinstated. The profit at Norwich supplied the parliamentary 
interest; but this station still owed the parent Company £22,997. 
The Potteries station had had a very unsatisfactory half year, owing 
mainly, he thought, to the extreme reluctance of the Board to increase 
the price of gas. Coals and labour were responsible for the higher 
cost of gas; and although they had done their best to sell their coke 
and other residuals to advantage, the station failed to earn the parlia- 
mentary interest by £5984. When it was borne in mind that a por- 
tion of the capital at this station only received the low interest of 
3 p.ct., the proprietors would realize how insufficient the profit had 
been. They had, therefore, now increased the price of gas at the 
Potteries by a further 4d. per 1000 c.ft. as from Jan. 1; and the Direc- 
tors hoped the working of the current half year would show a more 
reasonable return. The Potteries station now owed the parent Com- 
pany no less than £20,239. He need not trouble the proprietors with 
particulars of any of the smaller stations except to say that no opposi- 
tion had been offered to the application the Company had made for an 
Order authorizing an increase of the capital at Trowbridge. During 
and since the half year, two of their old retired servants had passed 
away—Mr. Heath (who had been 35 years in the Company’s service, 
the last 16 of which he had been Manager of the Potteries station) and 
Mr. Sainsbury, who had spent 47 years in the service of the Company, 
during 37 of which he had been Manager at Trowbridge. 


NORWICH WORKS’ EXTENSIONS. 


A considerable amount of time and attention continued to be given to 
the Norwich station. At a special general meeting of the proprictors 
held in January they approved of the Bill now before Parliament to 
authorize the extension of the existing works at what they called the 
Palace station. He was sorry to say that the Corporation had lodged 
a petition against the Bill. The Board had signified their entire 
willingness to meet representatives of the Corporation to discuss their 
objections. Their objects and those of the Company were surely the 
same—viz., to ensure that the quantity of gas required by the citizens 
should be manufactured at a minimum of inconvenience to the locality, 
and at the least possible cost. It should be possible therefore to 
arrive at an amicable understanding. Certainly it was from no desire 
on the part of the Company to enlarge their plant at the present time 
that they had felt it to be their duty to take up the matter. Since 
June, 1914, the demand for gas at Norwich had increased by 29 p.ct. 
It was only with the greatest difficulty that Mr. Glover had met the 
demands last winter, notwithstanding that they had done their best to 
discourage new consumers, and had suspended all their usual methods 
of attracting new business. It was their absolute duty to ensure being 
able to manufacture a sufficient supply of gas for the needs of Norwich. 
The Corporation would appear to prefer that the Company should erect 
an entirely new works on a new site away from the town. He (the 
Chairman) would himself have certainly preferred such an alternative. 
But he had twice visited Norwich, and had viewed the various sites 
that were available ; and he had reluctantly come to the conclusion, in 
agreement with Mr. Glover, that it would be necessary to extend the 
present works to meet the requirements of the next few years, and then 
to consider the erection of an entirely new works. He had been con- 
vinced against his own inclination that the practical and financial 
advantages of extending the present works could not be gainsaid ; and 
so the Board hoped they might be able to induce the Corporation to 
rally to this opinion. In any case, the Board would consider it their 
duty to submit their proposals to Parliament. 


A ONE HUNDRED PER CENT. COLLECTION. 


It said well for the general condition of private means in this country 
that the amounts due for gas from the consumers had never been so 
punctually paid as during the past half year. Over 99 p.ct. due for 
the September quarter had been collected by December, which was not 
so very unusual; but what was quite exceptional was that at Norwich 
the full 100 p.ct.—up to the last farthing—had been paid in December. 
He did think that, considering the circumstances brought about by 
the war, this was a most creditable thing to the consumers and in- 
directly to the collectors. 

WAGES DEMAND AND COLLECTIVE REPRESENTATION. 
Passing, however, from the stations to general matters, he thought it 
necessary to allude to some important questions affecting not only their 
Company, but the gas industry as a whole. In the first place, they 
had to face the demand made by the labour organizations for a further 
increase of wages. It had been addressed to all gas undertakings in 
the country; and a Committee had been appointed to deal with the 
matter. His (the Chairman’s) own personal opinion was that the 
question of wages could be better dealt with by different gas under- 
takings according to local conditions. The circumstances of employ- 
ment varied so considerably that it hardly seemed possible to deter- 
mine an advance that would be fair and equitable all round. It seemed 
to him that a collective body that would bind all gas undertakings was 
rather a source of weakness than of strength. It would enable the 
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Government to intervene more easily and more effectually, and to 
compel the gas undertakings to yield to the men’s organizations in a 
way they could hardly do if they had to deal with every undertaking 
separately. The circumstances in different gas companies varied enor- 
mously. The cost of living varied in different localities, so did the cost 
of housing accommodation, and the distance of it from the works. A 
decent-minded employer of labour would take all these things into 
consideration; and the British Gas Light Company prided itself on 
having always taken a personal interest in their workmen. They con- 
sidered they should treat them as their fellow-workers in every sense 
of the word. They had pleasure in employing the sons of the fathers 
who were, or had been, in their employ, and in some cases they had 
three generations serving the Company. Ever since the outbreak of 
war the Board had, on their own initiative, granted increases of pay 
and revised the working conditions from time to time. And surely 
advantages already granted would have to be taken into consideration 
when determining any general advance. The Company had given 
allowances to the relatives of men who had joined the King’s Forces ; 
and this outlay at the present moment meant some £4140 per annum. 
He was distinctly adverse to the handing over to any impersonal body 
the responsibilities devolving upon the individual. In many instances 
this was only done to avoid personal responsibility and initiative. The 
greatness of the country was due to individual effort; and it would be 
an evil day when this was discouraged. Moreover, collective bargain- 
ing, as it was termed, had received a bad set-back owing to the failure 
in many instances of the men’s organizations to procure the loyal 
and faithful observance by the men of the conditions entered into on 
their behalf. There appeared to be no security for the fulfilment of 
such agreements; and fresh demands were made in defiance of them. 
At the present time, of course, the Company could not resist any re- 
quests for co-operation. But he did hope when the war was over they 
would resume their liberty of action, and recover the right to deal with 
their own workmen under the broad-minded and considerate principles 
by which they had always been animated. 


REDUCED COAL SUPPLY AND RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK. 
Another large matter that was looming in the near future was the pro- 
spect of a reduced supply of coal. They had already suffered enough 
through being deprived of the particular sorts of coal which they had 
found best adapted for their requirements. The contracts they had 
entered into had been abrogated by superior authority ; and the coals 
purchased had been diverted to other works and to other uses. They 
had, therefore, been compelled to purchase certain sorts which, in their 
opinion, were not suited to their methods of manufacture. This, too, 
at a time when at some works the producing plant had reached its 
maximum capacity ; and it was essential they should obtain from it its 
maximum efliciency. Worse than all this was the intimation that the 
quantity of coal would have to be reduced. Considering that this 
nation of all the European Allies was the only one in full possession of 
its coal resources, it would seem, from the financial as well as from 
every other point of view, that their output of coal should be fully 
maintained. Many collieries were already working a reduced number 
of days a weck. Plenty of men could be spared, and rightly spared, 
for the Forces, especially those who had entered into colliery ser- 
vice since 1914. It would seem that it was the railway facilities that 
were insufficient. If so, surely more rolling stock should be manu- 
factured in this country. It appeared to him to be dealing with the 
problem from the wrong end to adapt the output of coal to the capacity 
of the railway rolling stock. The nation had shown what it could do 
when the necessity for more munitions was evident. The problem of 
adding to shipping tonnage was at last being tackled ; and he saw no 
reason why, in order to maintain an adequate supply of coal for the 
needs of the nation, steps should not be taken to add to the rolling 
stock. ‘Ihe reduction of the coal supply was, of course, the easiest 
way of dealing with the difficulty. It was certainly a simple way; 
but nothing was more likely to create discomfort, distrust, and a 
general sense of war weariness (which was the greatest danger this 
country had to fear) than the shortage of coal. This would naturally 
be followed by a shortage of gas; and, considering the extent to which 
gas was used in thousands of homes of the working and middle classes 
for cooking, he viewed this also as a great national calamity. How 
the curtailing of gas was going to be enforced had not yet, he believed, 
been exactly determined. France had tried to restrict the consumption 
to a definite limited percentage on the quantity of gas previously con- 
sumed. This, of course, was manifestly unfair to the person who had 
been trying to use as little gas as possible. But, as a matter of fact, 
he was told that in France, with the depleted staffs of all gas under- 
takings, it had been found quite impossible to introduce any practical 
system of checking the meters at all. A more practical and more 
effectual system was the one which had been adopted in one of the 
neutral countries. He believed the practice there was to charge the 
current price for one-half the previous consumption. Any difference 
between that one-half and the previous consumption was charged 
double ; and anything above that was quadrupled. That was to say, if 
the ordinary price was 3s. 6d., and the consumer previously used 
5000 c.ft. a quarter, he would be charged 3s. 6d. per 1000 c.ft. for 
2500 ¢,{t., and 7s. for the second 2500 c.ft. If his consumption was 
more than 5000 c.ft., the excess would be charged at 14s. per 1000 c.ft. 
The effect of such charges, after a quarter or two, would be very 
drastic ; and nothing could more effectually compel the exercise of the 
greatest economy in the use of gas. 

WHOLE-HEARTED RESPONSE TO THE COUNTRY’S DEMANDS. 
The problems with which gas undertakings were faced were of a seri- 
ous and far-reaching character. All they could do was to meet them 
in a spirit of reasonableness with the one whole-hearted determination 
to co-operate in their own sphere of action with every effort that would 
help to win the war. The gas industry had, from the very outset of 
the war, freely responded to every demand for its assistance to the war 
needs of the country; and at the present time whatever hardships or 
inconvenience they might justly or unjustly be put to, whether with 
regard to coal supplies, wages, or any other matter affecting the in- 
dustry, for the time being at all events they must do their best to meet 
the wishes of those to whom the control of the great industries of the 
country had been entrusted. Under all the circumstances of the 





moment, he thought the report and accounts which had been submitted 
should commend themselves to the proprietors’ acceptance. He had 
great pleasure in moving their adoption. 


Mr. FREDERICK WILKIN seconded the motion. 

Questions were asked by Mr. CHARLES WEBB and Mr. J. 
CHAMBERLAIN. f 

The CHAIRMAN, in his reply, stated that benzol plants were in 
operation at Norwich and the Potteries, and one was in course of 
erection at Trowbridge. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

THE DIVIDEND AND BONUS. 

On the proposition of the CHAIRMAN, seconded by Major-General 
W. T. Corrie, a dividend of 20s. per share and a bonus of 2s. 6d. per 
share for the half year, less income-tax, were declared. 

War CHARITIES. 

Mr. A. F. PHILLIPS moved, and Mr. KENNETH R. MACKAY 
seconded, a resolution empowering the Directors to subscribe a sum 
not exceeding 200 guineas to war charities during the current. half 
year. While speaking, Mr. Phillips congratulated the Directors on 
the results of the half year, which were very satisfactory considering 
the many difficulties with which they had had to contend, 

VOTES OF THANKS. 


Moved by Mr. BERNARD F. Harris, and seconded by Mr. RICHARD 
STEVENS, a hearty vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman and 
Directors. 

The CHAIRMAN, on behalf of his colleagues and himself, thanked 
the proprietors for their appreciation. The Board were glad the re- 
sults, taken as a whole, were satisfactory. There was no doubt it had 
been, and he was afraid it would continue to be for some little time to 
come, a very anxious period, requiring a very large amount of time 
and attention. The Board had been meeting recently more frequently 
than they had done for a long time ; and they would continue to give 
their best attention to the affairs of the Company. The proprietors 
had expressed their obligations to the Directors. They, in turn, asked 
the proprietors to join with them in expressing their obligations to 
their staff. They were singularly fortunate in the officers who were 
serving them at the present time ; and it was not a mere expression of 
words when he again told the proprietors what a strong Secretary 
they had in Mr. Brookes. The work of the Company could only be 
satisfactorily fulfilled by the close attention that was being given to it 
by him and the London staff, and by the officers at thé stations. It was 
with a very sincere sense of the obligation to these officers for the able, 
painstaking way in which they were performing their duties in these 
difficult times that he moved this vote of thanks. 

Mr. H. WOODALL, in seconding, said that they ought to include in 
the vote the workmen as well, because, although there were troubles 
over wages, their Engineers would say that their workmen had done 
their duty as well as they could expect them to do. Of course, if the 
additional wages had to be given, they would have a very big increased 
charge ; and it would be essential that the men should do their work 
thoroughly well so as to earn the wages. 

The motion was cordially passed. 

Mr. BROOKES, on behalf of all the officers, said he had much 
pleasure in acknowledging this kind vote of confidence. The lauda- 
tory remarks of the Chairman regarding himself, he felt to be unde- 
served; but he was sure, speaking for his fellow officers and himself, 
the vote was, and would be, received with feelings of satisfaction and 
gratification. 


<i 


ASCOT DISTRICT GAS AND ELECTRICITY COMPANY. 





The General Meeting of the Company was held at No. 50, Cannon 
Street, E.C., last Tuesday—Mr. ALFRED KITT presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN referred to the progress made in the operations of 
both branches of the Company’s undertaking; the sales of gas and 
electricity showing a substantial increase over the previous year’s 
figures, in spite of the Summer Time Act, Early Closing Order, and 
Ascot being a district with very little scope for munition work. The 
balance of profit was sufficient to enable the Company to pay the same 
dividend as before—namely, 6 p.ct. for the half year, making 5} p.ct. 
for the year. On the resignation of Dr. H. J. Strong, J.P., of 
Worthing, the Directors had elected Mr. W. A. Scott, F.C.A., J.P., 
who had been Secretary of the Company for the past twenty years, to 
fill the vacancy. He trusted that this would meet with the unanimous 
approval of the shareholders, inasmuch as Mr. Scott had done good 
work for the Company, was conversant with all details of manage- 
ment, and could, moreover, by his expert parliamentary accountancy, 
render good services as a Director. 

The adoption of the report was seconded by Mr. HENRY WOODALL. 

Mr. W. A. Scott, in supporting, gave an interesting résumé of the 
operations of the Company for the past twenty years, during which 
time the profits on the gas department had increased from £,1803 to 
£5562, while those of the electrical department (which was com- 
menced in 1907, and for the first year showed a slight loss of £:14) 
had gradually increased until in 1914 there was a profit of £1987, or 
6 p.ct. on the capital employed in this department. A gradual reduc- 
tion in profits since that date was due entirely to the largely increased 
cost of fuel oi] and the higher cost of labour. It had, however, fully 
established the wisdom of the Directors in having accepted the re- 
sponsibility of providing electric current from the gas-works. The 
Ascot Company was the first in the United Kingdom to apply for, and 
exercise, parliamentary powers for the purpose. The capital expendi- 
ture of the gas department, which in 1888 was 4/4700 per million o.ft. 
of gas sold, was reduced in the three succeeding decades to £2760, 
£1700, and £51670—a figure which he ventured to think would be still 
further reduced as the Company progressed. A notable feature of the 
present accounts was that, for the first time in the history of the Com- 
pany, there had been no capital expenditure during the year 1917. 

Mr. H. Woodall was re-elected a Director, and Mr. Walter Wesson, 
F.C.A., was appointed Auditor. 
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ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Company was held in the offices, 
D’Olier Street, Dublin, last Wednesday. In the absence through in- 
disposition of Mr. John Murphy, the chair was taken by Mr. JOHN L. 
SOALLAN. ‘ ; wa § 


The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report and accounts 
[see ‘‘ JoURNAL,’’ March 19, p. 554], read’the address which Mr. 
Murphy had prepared. This was to the effect that there had been a 
satisfactory increase in the quantity of gas sold; but the cost of pro- 
duction, in respect of both materials and labour, had advanced. On 
the other hand, the price: obtained for coke and breeze might be con- 
sidered satisfactory; and their income from sales of gas was higher, in 
consequence both of the increase in the price which they were com- 
pelled to put into operation about this time last year, and also: on 
account of the larger quantity sold. On capital account, the expen- 
diture during the half year amounted to £1577; whereas the deduc- 
* tions, or credits, totalled £4711. This half year, therefore, they had 

again reduced their expenditure on capital account by £3134. Turn- 
ing to the revenue account, the profit for the half year showed an in- 
crease of £996, as compared with the corresponding period; but 
practically every item of expenditure showed substantial advances. 
The cost of coal and oil—and. particularly the rates of freight—had 
advanced considerably in’ comparison with a year ago. Under this 
heading alone, the expenditure was larger by no less than: £17,946, 
and represented in reality a cumulative increase—because a year ago 
it was intimated that their expenditure then under this heading was 
higher than in 1915 by £18,805. Against this, there was a satis- 
factory increase of.receipts from coke and breeze of £7343; but the 
income from tar and liquor had been reduced by £5000.  Expendi- 
ture on repairs, maintenance, and renewal of mains was again heavy, 
though it was almost identically the same figure as in the correspond- 
ing account. In view of the increased consumption in the neighbour- 
hoods of Inchicore, Phillipsburgh Avenue, and Rathmines, it was 
considered imperative to renew the mains supplying these districts, 
substituting for the old pipes ones of increased capacity. Miscellan- 
eous and special charges marked an increase of 42900, which was 
explained by a very large addition in the war bonus granted to em- 
ployees during the half year, amounting to £3015. Receipts for gas 
for all purposes were higher by 418,500, of which about £15,900 
was due to the increase in the price, and £2600 to the larger con- 
sumption. The amount received for rental of prepayment meters and 
stoves showed a further increase of £2545. During the latter end 
of the half year, great difficulty was experienced in maintaining the 
Company’s coal supply; and, as a matter of fact, their ‘stock fell 
from 21,500 tons, which they had on hand at July 1, to 13,500 tons at 
Dec. 31. Moreover, there was an exceptionally rapid rise in freight 
rates;.and whereas tonnage could be obtained from the Mersey to 
Dublin at 11s. 6d. at the beginning of November, 22s. was the 
lowest market price seven weeks later. After very careful considera- 
tion, it was deemed essential to acquire a further collier of their own. 
They had now two steamers, and hoped to- run them economically at 
@ less cost than the controlled rates of freight now in force. As a 
result of the. abnormal increases in costs, they had been compelled 
to announce a further rise of 1s. per 1000 c.ft. in the price of gas, to 


take place from the reading of the meters in January last. There | 


greatly regretted having to take this step, in view of the provisions of 


the sliding-scale; and unless the relief which they were seeking by | 


their Bill in Parliament was obtained, this would involve a diminu- 


tion of the statutory dividend from £4 7s. 6d. to £2 17s. 6d. p.ct. 


It was quite obvious that their standard price of 3s. 7d. and the other 
details of the scale were so arranged, having regard.to the cost of 
production, that the rate of dividend payable from time to time should 
not fall below the standard rate of § p.ct., except as a penalty for 


extravagant or inefficient. management; and that the Company should 
‘be rewarded for economy and efficiency by being enabled to earn the . 


right to pay a dividend in excess of the standard rate. In the unfore- 


seen circumstances which had arisen, the Company, through no fault | 
of their own, were reduced to financial conditions which Parliament | 
only intended should exist as a punishment for extravagant or ineffi- ; 


cient management. 


A dividend of £4 7s. 6d. p.ct. per annum (less income-tax) on the 
consolidated ordinary stock was declared. 


— 
———_—— 





Doncaster Strike Ended.—After lasting close upon three weeks, 


the strike of Doncaster Corporation workmen has ended; the men ° 


starting work again yesterday (Monday) night. 
agreed to at a meeting of the strikers, when Mr. Bailey (the Organizer 
of the men) reported that a telegram had been received stating that, if 
the men resumed work and the Corporation agreed to arbitration, Sir 
George Askwith, the Chief Industrial Commissioner, would proceed to 


appoint an Arbitrator, who would issue his award as promptly as | 


possible. He also stated that the Corporation had agreed to the men 
and women resuming work without prejudice for any part they had 


taken in the dispute. The strikers thereupon unanimously decided to 
resume. 


Leeds Gas Deficit.—In the estimates of the Leeds Corporation for 
the next twelve months, a further increase in gas charges is fore- 


The resumption was | 


shadowed, in consequence of an anticipated deficit on the undertaking | 
of between £17,000 and £20,000. This loss is due, it is stated, to the | 


revised transport arrangements, under which the Leeds Gas Committee 
are compelled to buy coal at an extra 6s. a ton for transport from the 
Durham coalfield, in order to allow the coal from West Yorkshire to 
be sent to London. It is explained that, in the year before the strike, 
which cost the Corporation £100,000, the sum of £36,000 was taken 
from the profits ‘of the gas-works in relief of the rates. Further, in 


the twelve years prior to the strike, the gas-works-relieved the rates to 
the extent of £200,000. 





JOHN ‘WRIGHT AND EAGLE RANGE, LTD. 





> Asmual Meeting, of. Shareholders. 


ih * A 
The Annual Meating-of ‘shapsholders was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on. Wednesday ‘last—Mr., H. JaMES YATES. (the Chair- 
man) presiding. AS piety 38,27 2 8} 
INDUSTRY AND THE COST OF THE WAR. 


The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the adoption of the report and balance- 
sheet for the year ended Dec. 31 (noticed in the “* JouRNAL”’ last 
week, p. 600), said the cost of the war and all the enormous outlays 
which would follow upon it must, in the long run, be met by industry— 
that was to say, by the combined operations of Capital and Labour. 
Hence, in the questions of how this unexampled financial burden may 
best be cleared off, both sections of industry—namely, employers and 
employed—were alike concerned. He was of opinion that ultimately, 
and speaking broadly, there was only one means by which industry 
could hope. to accomplish this task, and that was by the increase of 
industrial output to the utmost extent, and the decreasing of costs of 
production, so that the output should not only be the highest possible, 
but that it should be turned out upon a paying basis in order that the 
goods produced might hold their own in the market. He pointed out 
that while wages in the United States were high, yet, relatively, costs 
were not high, and competition could be maintained because there were 
na restrictions upon output. No obstacle was placed in the way of 
introducing new means of increased production; and the efficiency of 
the individual worker, both in the United States and in Germany, was, 
in his experience and that of many others, greater than here, on ac- 
count of the better education and training in these countries. As a 
consequence of these conditions, productivity was always at the highest 
level. All artificial restrictions upon output must come to a close. 
The policy of limiting the rate of output per man in any industry to 
one uniform quantity representing the rate of output of the poorer and 
slower worker, was clearly fatal to maximum productivity. Educa- 
tion should be better in quality, and continued till a higher age; and 
there should be a return to some well-considered apprenticeship system. 

CAPITAL AND LABOUR. 
A proposal was being put forward that the operative classes should be 
in control of all the means of production. But surely it should not be 
necessary to point out the ruinous consequences of transferring the 
management of the country’s industries from the care of those men 
who have been trained to understand commercial and industrial 
management, into the hands of new men who would have all their 
training and knowledge in this direction to gain. There were im- 
portant questions affecting the well-being and contentment of the 
workpeople which called for early treatment. Even viewed from the 
mere standpoint of self-interest, it was not good business for an em- 
ployer to do otherwise than see that the workpeople had both good 
conditions in the present, and such reasonable prospect of security in 
the case of sickness, failing health, permanent disablement, old age, 
unemployment, and under-employment, as would enable them to de- 
vote themselves with a cheerful spirit and an unhampered mind to 
doing the most and the best work of which they were capable. At 
the same time, this was not a one-sided obligation on the employer— 
indeed, it could not possibly be carried out unless workpeople re- 
ciprocally fulfilled their obligations, and did the most and best work in 
their power and heartily co-operated with the employers. He attached 
great importance to the general establishment of some system of works 
committees in the individual works which he believed would go far to 
prevent misunderstandings, suspicion, and failures to carry out agree- 
ments, and the strikes and lockouts in which these too often resulted. 
As regards the ‘‘ down-tools ’”? weapon, this was so dangerous, not only 
to industrial but to national interests, that recourse to it ought to be 
made illegal until the expiry of a proper stipulated period for arriving 
at a peaceful solution of any dispute. 
GAS-STOVE AND FURNACE DEMANDS. 


Among the difficulties attending on the work of the Company for the 
past year, owing to war conditions, was the fact that while orders in 
connection with their ordinary gas-stove business had continued to flow 
in on them in more than wonted measure, the numerous restrictions 
which the war had imposed upon both material and labour supply, and 
also (and chiefly) the great pressure of war work, had combined to 
prevent their dealing with more than a small amount of their gas- 
stove orders. It was gratifying that in a time when their gas-stove 
output thus suffered so great, although temporary, a restriction, one 
important cause of this very restriction was the fact that their furnace 
business had developed to such large proportions as to fill a great part 
of their factories with work urgently called for by the various arma- 
ment establishments. Concurrently with this great development of 
their furnace business had proceeded an equally marked progress on 
the part of their subsidiary businesses. The policy of the Company in 
grouping these businesses round itself had been fully justified by the 
development of these concerns; and thé progress of their furnace busi- 
ness and of their factory canteen equipment department had more than 
made up for the restrictions which circumstances had, for the time 
only, imposed upon their ordinary gas-stove output. 
THE POTTERY FURNACE. 


Both in their furnace department and in their subsidiary businesses, 
strenuous work continued to be done in turning out apparatus specially 
designed for particular conditions and requirements. He would only 
mention two instances of this as the most recent. The one was their 
patent “‘ Porceflam”’ furnace. This had been done at the special re- 
quest of the leading pottery experts entrusted by the Government with 
the conduct of valuable subsidized research work intended to arrive at 
such methods in pottery work, and particularly the manufacture of 
hard-paste porcelain, as would remove the cause of monopoly which 
German porcelain manufacturers had long enjoyed in this country 
previous to the war. Their “‘ Porceflam’’ furnace had now been in 
use for some time in connection with the research work referred to; 
and the experts to whom he had referred—Dr. J. W. Mellor and Mr. 
Bernard Moore, of the Central School of Science and Technology, at 
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Stoke-on-Trent—had found it an unqualified success ; and he was con- 
fident it was going to open up quite a fresh use of gas and prove a 
source of increased business to the Company. 

THE ‘‘ AUTOGAS ’’ PRODUCER. 


The other apparatus to which he would specially refer was the patent 
“* Autogas ’? producer which they had lately introduced. .There were 
many gas-producers on the market consuming various solid fuels which 
to-day were apt to be difficult to get owing to shortage of labour and 
transit difficulties. The ‘‘ Autogas’’ was specially designed to make 
producer gas from gas-works coke, which was readily obtainable in 
almost all districts from the nearest gas undertaking ; and results had 
already justified their anticipation that in factories where town’s gas was 
not available, or the supply was limited, the gas undertaking could help 
them in another way. . The ‘“‘ Autogas ”’? was remarkable for its sim- 
plicity in construction, and could be handled by unskilled labour. Not 
only did it, with suitable oven furnaces, lend itself to the heat treat- 
ment of all kinds of metals, but it was.working most successfully in 
the melting of glass. 

CANTEEN INSTALLATIONS. 
The furnace department-was not the only branch of their work which 
was rendering signal service to the national cause at the present time. 
The works were also engaged as busily as ever in the work of equipping 
munition and armament factories throughout ‘the country with large 
canteen installations—in many cases catering for thousands of work- 
people. They would also have learned from the newspapers of the 
new movement initiated by the Ministry of Food for the establishment 
of National Communal Kitchens throughout the country, in order to 
provide for the feeding of the people upon the most economical lines. 
The management had been closely in touch with the Ministry of Food 
since the inception of the scheme; and the Company would be fully 
prepared to take a large share in the supply of equipment for what 
promised to be a most important movement. The arrangements under 
contemplation were on a very extensive scale. 

POST-WAR PREPARATIONS. 
While these various activities in immediate connection with the pro- 
secution of war were occupying much of their time, full attention still 
continued to be given to the work necessary for maintaining a state of 
preparedness against the return to more normal conditions as regards 
demand and output immediately after the war. When this time came, 
they would be found thoroughly ready to cope with the requirements of 
peace-time. 

THE FINANCIAL POSITION. 


Turning to the figures submitted in the report and accounts, he thought 
the shareholders would consider that—especially having regard to the 
difficult times through which they were passing—these continued to be 
highly satisfactory. The cash position, good as it was, showed some- 
what smaller figures than previous years. The reason would be found 
by a reference to the list of investments, which indicated that they had 
made a large additional investment in War Loan. ‘Their total invest- 
ments outside the business stood at the very healthy figure of 4,146,158, 
as compared with £120,962 for 1916. Subsidiary companies were re- 
presented, along with ‘sundry investments, by the small sum of £)33,000. 
This figure was an extremely conservative one, and by no means repre- 
sented the full value of these subsidiary businesses to the Company. 


The motion was seconded by Mr. G. G. BRODIE, and unanimously 
adopted. 


Mr. J. F. Davies was re-elected a Director, and Messrs. Gibson and 
Ashford and Sharp Parsons and Co. Auditors. 


tin 
—— 


DAVIS GAS-STOVE COMPANY, LTD. 





Annual Meeting. 
The Eighteenth Annual General Meeting of the Company was held 


last Tuesday, at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C.—Mr. H. ADDIS PRICE 
(the Chairman) presiding. 
A VERY SATISFACTORY RBESULT. 

The CHAIRMAN, moving the adoption of the report [‘‘ JouRNAL,” 
March 26, p. 599] and statement of accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 
said the net profit made in 1917—namely, £16,800—though in excess 
of that for 1915, was not quite so good as the figure for 1916. Con- 
sidering the difliculties which had crowded the year, however, the 
Directors considered the result very satisfactory; and he was pleased 
to tell the shareholders that the total output for 1917 substantially ex- 
ceeded that of any previous year. At the last general meeting, he 
referred to the disorganization which resulted from the disastrous fire 
at the Luton works in the previous September. The consequential 
loss, however, was even more seriously reflected in the present balance- 
sheet, though, had they been working under normal conditions, this 
would not have been so. Practically the whole of their manufactured 
stock was destroyed in the fire—a very serious matter indeed, having 
regard to the fact that this stock would have been of immense value to 
the Company during the past year, for the maintenance of their normal 
trade. In addition, the central stores were totally destroyed, contain- 
ing stove components, such as brass fittings, tinware, &c.—materials 
many of which had to be purchased from outside sources, and which it 
had been practically impossible to replace under war conditions, except 
at almost prohibitive prices. These would have been of very great 
service to them had they been available during the past year. Apart 
from these drawbacks, they had been faced throughout the year by a 
very serious shortage of almost all the materials essential to their 
normal trade; and though the position was now somewhat better than 
it had been, the production of the standard lines had been very greatly 
curtailed thereby. Shareholders would be, however, glad to learn that 
this restriction of normal output had been more than compensated for 
by additional work which they had been able to undertake for the 
Ministry of Munitions and other Government Departments, whose 
claims upon the Company’s resources had steadily increased since 1915, 





when the Ministry of Munitions declared. both the works controlled 
establishments ; and though, as he had already stated, their total trade 
for 1917 exceeded that of any previous year, the fact that the margin 
on all Government work, and particularly on munitions, was somewhat 
slender, had prevented them showing a corresponding increase in net 
profit. But for this, the Directors could almost certainly have’ pre- 
sented an even better balance-sheet. As against this, however, they 
had ‘been able to continue important research and' development work, 
ahd to maintain the ersonnel and efficiency of ‘their sales organization 
—factors which the Board considered’ to’ be of the utmost importance 
to the Company’s future welfare. It was only right, too, that he 
should mention a further profit-reducing factor—namely, the periodical 
increases in wages which were authorized by the Government during 
the year, and which had had to be paid, in one case, at least, retro- 
spectively.. At the ‘same time,-he was happy to state that the relations 
subsisting bétween the Directors and the various grades of employees 
continued to be of the best ; and he would like to take this opportunity 
of recognizing the enthusiasm and loyalty of all who had contributed 
during the year to the Company’s continued progress. 
NATIONAL KITCHENS. 


It was almost common knowledge that the Government had for some 
time past had under consideration a scheme for the establishment of 
National Kitchens throughout the country, with the object, among 
others, of assisting the food economy campaign. In this important 
movement, the Company had taken, and would continue to take, a 
very prominent part—one of the Directors (Mr. Cyril’ G. Davis) having, 
in fact, been appointed Vice-Chairman of a Special Committee of the 
varied interests involved, which had recently. been formed to organize 
the supply of the whole of the necessary cooking apparatus, under the 
direct authority of the Director of National Kitchens, acting for-Lord 
Rhondda, in the capacity of Food Controller. He would refer, finally, 
to the Company’s progress during 1917 in the design and construction 
of gas-furnaces, for which there had been an increasing demand during 
the period of the war. This proposition, like those relating to other 
and more familiar types of gas apparatus, had been approached by the 
Company from the scientific standpoint ; and they had striking furnace 
developments under consideration and actual test, which should place 
the Company in a pre-eminent position in this particular department. 
To provide for the re-organization which would be necessary after the 
war, they decided last year to create a special reserve for ‘* Termina- 
tion of War Contingencies; ’’ and by appropriating a further £3500 
from this year’s profits, the amount set aside for this purpose would be 
raised to £8000. A further allocation of £2000 had been made to the 
Provident Fund. The Board proposed to add a further sum of £3000 
to the Reserve Fund, making it £470,000, which was substantially in 
excess of one-half of the Company’s issued capital. These allocations, 
after bringing in last year’s balance of unappropriated profit, left a 
surplus of £11,146, to be carried forward. 
THE LABOUR ASPECT. 

Mr. HAROLD N. DAvIs, in seconding the motion, said the year 
under review had undoubtedly been the most strenuous and difficult of 
any in the history of the Company. It was satisfactory, however, to 
know that their efforts, which had been so largely devoted to Govern- 
ment work, had been rewarded by ever-increasing demands being made 
upon their resources. There was not a branch of the Service—navy, 
army, or air—that the Company had not catered for during the past 
year; and their activities were also about to be extended to certain 
requirements of the mercantile marine. While intensively engaged 
upon the urgent and important work of the moment, the Directors had 
ever before them the future, and the many new problems it would 
evolve. One of the most important of these was labour, which. would 
have a considerably higher educational and social status than before 
the war. The social welfare of the employees was a matter to which 
the Directors had always given practical consideration ; and a watchful 
eye was constantly kept on the younger generation. In association 
with their own Technical Department, and in conjunction with the 
technical classes at the secondary schools, they had established a train- 
ing school at the works, where boys were taught the theoretical, as 
well as the practical, side of the industry; and though the scheme had 
only been in operation for a comparatively short time, the results had 
already realized the most sanguine expectations. The excellent name 
that the Company enjoyed for the quality of their productions was un- 
doubtedly due to the fact that they had for years paid very great atten- 
tion to the strengthening of the technical and scientific aspects of the 
business. While both the gas-stove and the ironfounding departments 
had been adversely affected by the war, and would probably be more so 
as it continued, he wanted to strike an optimistic note as to the future. 
Their staple industry depended to a very large extent upon the building 
trade, which for some time past had been absolutely dormant. As a 
result, almost every town and village in the country was suffering from 
a severe shortage of houses, which would have to be built when the 
war was over, as fast as they could be put up. The building trade, in 
fact, should then become as active as it was now quiescent, and be of 
paramount importance to the country. This, being dependent upon the 
gas-stove and ironfounding industry, should therefore benefit the Com- 
pany to the fullest possible extent upon a return to peace conditions. 
He reiterated what the Chairman had said regarding the continued 
loyalty of the staff. Thcir lot had been by no means an easy one; and 
but for their energy, loyalty, and able co-operation, the Directors 
would not have been able to achieve the results which were reflected in 
the year’s accounts. 


The report and accounts having been adopted, a dividend for the half 
year was declared on the ordinary shares at the rate of 15 p.ct. per 
annum, making 10 p.ct. for the year, less income-tax. 

Mr. Cyril G. Davis was re-elected a Director; and the Board and 
staff were heartily thanked for their services. 


tin 
— 








Shutting-down during Summer.—The Gatehouse-on-Fleet .Gas 
Company have decided to close their works early in April; and the 
supply of gas will therefore cease during the summer. This decision 
has been brought about by the Daylight Saving Act and war conditions. 
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FLETCHER, RUSSELL, & CO., LTD. 


The Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Company was held at 
‘Warrington last Wednesday—Mr. THomas W. FLETOHER (the Chair- 
man) presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report and accounts 
for the year ended Dec. 31, said that, before arriving at the profit 
shown, large depreciations had been allowed for, particularly in re- 
gard to the pattern and plant accounts. The balance from the trading 
account, including interest on investments, rents, and transfer fees 
(after charging depreciation), amounted to 422,388. Deducting the 
debenture interest paid to the end of December last (42637) and the 
Directors’ and Trustees’ Fees (45837), which made a total of £3474, 
there was left a balance of £18,913. Adding to this the amount 
brought forward from last year (45814), it gave a total of £24,727. 
Deducting from this the interim dividend on the preference shares at 
6 p.ct. per annum for the half year ended June 30, 1917 (41500), there 
was a balance left of £23,227. The Directors recommended that a 
final dividend be paid on the preference shares for the half year ended 
Dec. 31, which would absorb £1500, less income-tax ; that a dividend 
of 5 p.ct. (free of income-tax) be paid on the ordinary shares for the 
past year, absorbing £5000; that a bonus of 5 p.ct. (free of income- 
tax) for the year be also paid on the ordinary shares, which would 
absorb £5000; and, further, that the sum of £5456 be transferred to 
the reserve fund; and that the balance of £6271 be carried forward. 
This transfer to the reserve fund would bring the reserve up to 
434,658. Turning to the balance-sheet, on the assets side the value of 
the property had been depreciated by £4815 from last year’s figure ; 
while the additions to the property account during the year amounted 
to £2513. Sundry debtors showed an increase of £14,123, which was 
accounted for by the increased business done. Stock in trade showed 
a decrease of £3197. Materials had been bought well during the past 
year, notwithstanding the enormous difficulties in obtaining them. 
Cash at bank and in hand showed an increase of £4336 over last year. 
On the liabilities side, sundry creditors were £4541 more. The Directors 
were pleased to report that they had been successful in letting nearly 
the whole of the remainder of the Pendleton works of the Company. 
Some portions had been leased, and other portions were on short 
tenancy agreements. ‘The Company’s trade with the Colonies had been 
very much hampered ; but, of course, this was expected, having regard 
to the Government restrictions on the purchase of materials for the 
export trade. Those shareholders who had compared the present 
balance-sheet with the preceding one, would have noticed that the re- 
sults were better than last time, and showed steady improvement. It 
was a thoroughly sound balance-sheet, and it gave him pleasure to say 
(as the largest ordinary shareholder in the Company) that, so far as 
he was concerned, he was extremcly gratified with the progress made. 
Considerably more war work had been done than hitherto; and the 
employees were getting accustomed to the changed condition of affairs. 
Everyone present was aware of the great difficulties which business 








people had to contend with in these times in getting materials, as well 
as the enormous trouble caused by the shortage of labour. He had 
previously given them particulars of the large variety of furnaces the 
Company were making for munition works and Government Depart- 
ments, as well as details of the large installations of special cooking 
appliances which had been supplied. The Company were doing all 
they could to help to bring the war to an early and satisfactory ter- 
mination. The Directors desired him to express their appreciation of 
the devoted services of the staff during the past year. 

The ‘report was adopted ; and the dividend and bonus recommended 
were declared. 


<i 


DEVON GAS ASSOCIATION, LTD. 


‘* Steaming ’’ in Horizontal Retorts. 

The twelfth annual meeting of the Association, which was held at 
Exeter on the 25th ult., was presided over by the Chairman (Alderman 
F. Templer Depree, J.P.), who, in moving the adoption of the report, 
said that, in spite of the difficult circumstances in which they had to 
do business, they had been able to hold their own; and the Directors 
recommended a return to the normal 5 p.ct. dividend. The full allow- 
ance for depreciation had been written off. There had been a good 
market for residuals; and the demand for fittings and new apparatus 
had been much larger than usual. They must view the future with 
considerable doubt ; and it was impossible to forecast what the present 
year would bring forth. He felt, however, that at no time had the 
main benefits to be derived by the associated management of small 
gas-works been more apparent than during the present year; and this 
was reflected in the dividend.they had earned in comparison with the 
majority of individual small undertakings. He paid a tribute to the 
loyal way in which their local Managers had stuck to their work, and 
done their utmost to assist the central management. The report was 
adopted. Mr. W. Cash, in proposing the payment of a dividend of 
5 p.ct., said the suggestion to ration the gas consumer must inevitably 
tend to again increase the cost of gas; and it had to be borne in mind 
that any reduced output had to carry the ordinary establishment 
charges, which would consequently be proportionately higher. Mr. 
R. J. Rew, who seconded, remarked that they had been able to obtain 
several rather interesting and satisfactory results. In one works 
making 2} million c.ft. of gas, and using 75 p.ct. of Somerset through 
coal, they had produced 11,671 c.ft. per ton, and actually sold 11,201 
c.ft. They had also been experimenting with steaming in horizontal 
retorts, with very satisfactory results. It had been found possible to 
increase the make of gas per ton from 11,500 to 14,000 c.ft., with very 
little loss in coke, and no apparent difference to the quality. In fact, 
it had been found possible to send into the district over limited periods 
a gas mixture which worked out at 20,000 c.ft. to the ton. The process 
was the subject of a patent, and little more could be said about it at 
present; but he thought it would prove valuable to many gas under- 
takings—small ones in particular—the cost being remarkably low. 




























** Richmond” Natural Draught Gas- 
heated Regenerators—the Furnaces 
of wide application—are here shown 
installed for Annealing File Blanks, 
piles of which are seen in the fore- 
ground. The convincing advantages 
of Gaseous heating, the proved effi- 
ciency of “‘ Richmond” Furnaces, 
the wide experience and prompt 
Service of our Furnace Sales Dept.— 
all are at your disposal to success- 
fully co-operate on any heat-treating 
proposition. 


THE RICHMOND 
GAS STOVE & METER CO., LTD., 
WARRINGTON & LONDON. 
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BARROW GAS UNDERTAKING. 


At the Barrow Town Council meeting on Monday of last weck, the 
Gas and Water Committee reported that no profits would be available 
for the relief of the rates in the ensuing year. 


Later in the meeting, Alderman Bradshaw (ex-Mayor and Chairman 
of the Finance Committee), in moving that the borough rate be fixed 
at 6s. 7d. in the pound, against 5s. 9d. in the pound for the past year, 
explained that when the estimates for the past year were prepared the 
usual £5000 that had for several years been voted in aid of the rates 
from the surplus profits of the gas and water undertakings was taken 
into account. Owing to the higher cost of labour, coal, and oil, and 
the delay in increasing the price of gas, anticipations had not been 
realized. The exact position could not be ascertained until stocks 
were taken at the end of the month and accounts finally made up. It 
was anticipated, however, that the increased costs of producing gas 
were such that they would exceed not only the revenue from that de- 
partment, but also any profit there might be on the water undertaking. 
The higher cost ‘of coal was largely due to Barrow’s geographical posi- 
tion. Owing to the action of the Government in re-arranging the coal 
supplies of the whole country, they were now compelled to take a large 
proportion of their coal from the Durham coalfields instead of from 
Yorkshire. This meant a much longer railway haulage and, in con- 
sequence, higher railway charges. After much negotiation, a small 
rebate on the railway rates had been granted; but a very considerably 
higher charge was still to be met by the Gas Committee. The loss of 
gas profits was equal to a rate of 3d. in the pound. It behoved them 
to put their house in order as much as possible, and at once; and he 
submitted that the Gas and Water and Education Committees, and 
the Council as a whole, should sce that the ratepayers could be assured 
that they were getting full value for their huge capital outlays and 
increasing annual expenditure. The stubborn facts were that, as re- 
garded gas and water, their capital expenditure was £650,000, and 
from being in times past the one great revenue producer, it was now 
in the deplorable position of producing not a fraction of profit but rather 
a loss. In concluding, Alderman Bradshaw admitted that the town 
owed a debt of gratitude to the heads of departments for incalculable 
and most meritorious work, and to them sincerest thanks were due. 


_ 
ee 





Mr. W. J. Mair, a moulder employed at the Luton works of the 
Davis Gas Stove Company, Ltd., has been appointed by the Lord 
Chancellor to the Commission of the Peace for the Borough of Luton, 
and to be a member of the Justices’ Advisory Committee—the latter 
said to be a unique honour for a newly-appointed J.P. Besides being 
thus the first Labour Magistrate for the borough, Mr. Mair is other- 
wise very prominent in the local affairs of Luton, and occupies im- 


portant positions in connection with the best aspects of the labour 
movement. 





CURRENT SALES OF GAS PRODUCTS: 


The London Market for Tar, Tar Products, and Sulphate. 


LONDON, March 28. 

The London tar products market continues firm, but without material 
change. Pitch is reported to have been sold for export at about 55s. 
net pet ton f.o.b. makers’ works ; and considerable quantities’ continue 
to be regularly shipped. To meet the wishes of the authorities, 
arrangements have been made for the manufacture of fuel oil com- 
posed of mixtures of pitch and creosote in varying proportions, the 
prices of which are specially fixed for the London district of produc- 
tion. Naphtha remains at 4s. 3d. to 4s. 6d. net in bulk at makers’ 
works. ‘There are inquiries on hand for a high-testing anthracene ; 
and the increased manufacture of such a quality is evidently desirable. 

There is nothing fresh to report with 


respect 
ammonia. 


to sulphate of 





Tar Products in the Provinces. 


There was no alteration in the value of gas-works products for 
the period ending March 28; prices remaining as last quoted. 


FROM A MARKET CORRESPONDENT. ‘ 


Tar Products. 


Changes in conditions and quotations in respect of the leading pro- 
ducts are few and far between, since a number of previously active 
ones are now under very strict official control as regards dealing or 
prices, or both. Interest still centres on pitch, which in provincial 
districts, especially Manchester, continues to have an upward tendency. 
There is a good demand from France; but, unfortunately, the con- 
tinued difficulty of obtaining tonnage is greatly restricting business on 
this account. London is, of course, much better situated for looking 
after this part of the trade than the East Coast ports; and a very fair 
volume of business is passing at about 52s. 6d. per ton f.o.b. East 
Coast quotations are in the neighbourhood of 30s. per ton; and it is 
obvious that if only the shipping position were to show improvement, 
a much larger amount of business would reach provincial centres. 
Makers are banking on such improvement in the early future. This 
keeps prices firm generally, although it is somewhat difficult to find 
reason for their optimism. Tar remains at late rates to slightly 
better; there being a good demand for road purposes. The naphthas 
remain steady. ‘The demand is not quite so heavy as before the intro- 


-duction of the licensing system; but it seems to be taken for granted 


that there is not likely to be any further restrictions on this product, 
unless the more extreme section of the market succeeds in advancing 
quotations above the present level, when stringent official action would 
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Cookers. 


We know your Consumers’ needs are fast 
growing, and we are working to keep up 





Don’t wait until the orders pile up, but 
write us now for prices and deliveries of 
HIGH-GRADE, INTERMEDIATE, and SLOT 





BIRMINGHAM, 





SYDNEY, N.S.W. 





ER. &z A. MAIN, L.arpv. 


WORKS: Gothic Works, EDMONTON, N. 18; Gothic Works, FALKIRK ; and Gothic Works, 


SHOWROOMS and BRANCHES: 25, PRINCES STREET, OXFORD CIRCUS, W. I; 
82, Gordon Street, GLASGOW; 18, Severn Street, Deansgate, MANCHESTER ; 97, Millfield, 
BELFAST ; 333, Queen Street, MELBOURNE; and 12, Cunningham Lane, Pitt Street, 
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probably follow. Naphthalene, refined, is lower at about £30 to 
4532 10s. per ton en the difficulty of conducting export trade.» Crudes 
still remain at the usual wide range of quotations; the lower grades 
being in good demand in spite of the fact that the fire-lighter industry 
should by this time have filled all its requirements for the season. 
Benzol, toluol, creosote, and carbolic acid go into official consumption 
as fast as produced, and cresylic acid continues to show an advancing 
tendency. Aniline oil is dull, and anthracene remains steady. The 
range of quotations is as follows: 

Aniline Oil (pure): 1s. 4d. per Ib. 

Benzol: 90% London, 1s. ojd., North 10}d. to 113d. ; 50% North 
1s, 4d. to 1s. 5d. naked per gallon. 

Carbolic Acid : 60% East and West Coast 3s. 6d. per gallon ; crystals 
40% 1s. 3d. per Ib. 

Crude Tar: London 32s. 6d. to 35s. Midlands 27s. to 29s. ; North 
28s. to 30s. per ton, ex works. 

Pitch: London 48s. to sos. f.o.b.; East Coast, 26s. to 28s. f.o.b. ; 
West Coast—Liverpool 22s. ; Manchester 24s. f.a.s. ; Clyde 27s. 

Solvent Naphtha: Naked London 90-190% 3s. to 3s. 3d.; North 
2s. gd. to 3s. per gallon; 90-160% naked London 4s. 3d. to 4s. 6d. ; 
North 4s. to 4s. 3d. per gallon. 

Crude Naphtha: Naked 30%, 83d. to 83d.; North 64d. to 63d. 

Naphthalene: Refined £30 to £32 10s. ; salts 8o0s., bags included. 

Toluol: Naked, London 2s. 4d. ; North 2s. 3d. 

Creosote: Nominal, London 4}d.; North 4d. to 43d. (Government 
price, 75s. per ton f.o.b.—equal to 43d. per gallon) ; heavy oil, 43d. per 
gallon in bulk. 

Anthracene: ‘‘A’’ quality, 40-45%, 43d. per unit; ‘‘B’’ quality, 
1d. to 2}d. 

Cresylic Acid: 95%, 3s. per gallon; 97-99%, 3s. 3d. to 3s. 6d. per 
gallon, casks included, ex works London and f.o.b. other ports. 

Grease Oils 18° Tw. (naked) £6 per ton f.o.r. makers’ works. 


Sulphate of Ammonia. 


The position remains the same; there being no further supplies 
available for the present season. Official needs continue to increase, 
and there is no reason to look for such demand to cease for some time. 
Consequently, as most plants are working to capacity and some con- 
siderable time must elapse before new plants and extensions can come 
into production, the agricultural demand, necessary though it is, can- 
not be met. Already in America sulphate of ammonia is not con- 
sidered as any longer a fertilizer; and the same condition may result 
here. 

—————> 


A petition is being extensively signed in Camberwell, which has 
been promoted by the local Labour Party, protesting against the ac- 
tion of the Borough Council, in deciding not to oppose the Bills now 
before Parliament of the South Suburban and the South Metropolitan 
Gas Companies. 





Gas Testing at Holl. 


The negotiations with regard to the testing of gas between the Hull 
Corporation and the British Gas Light Company have broken down. 
This fact was conveyed to the Water and Gas Committee by the 
Town Clerk, who stated they must therefore fall back upon the 
method of testing prescribed for the Metropolitan gas area. In the 
negotiations, he continued, they had insisted upon two things—that 
the test should be taken without notice, and that it should take place 
at any time within the twenty-four hours at the Gas Company’s 
works. They replied that it was inconvenient to have tests taken 
at any time; and for the period of the war he (the Town Clerk) 
agreed that no test should be taken between the hours (say) of from 
10 p.m. to 7 a.m. without notice. The matter was brought before 
the Directors of the British Gas Light Company, who intimated 
that they could not accept the proposed agreement; and the matter 
must fall back on the conditions prescribed by the Metropolitan Gas 
Acts. This, the Town Clerk observed, would suit them very well. 
The Engineer urged that the time had come when they should con- 
sider the desirability of having another testing-station away from the 
works. The Committee agreed to fall back upon the alternative pro- 
vided in the Order. The appointment of a Gas Examiner to fill the 
post held by the late Mr. Penny was discussed, but left over. 


_— 
—_—— 





Gas at Portsoy.—Mr. William Ritchie, the Gas Manager at 
Peterhead, has been asked by the Portsoy (Banffshire) Town Council 
to inspect and report upon the gas-works there, with a view to in- 
troducing an up-to-date coal gas plant. Coal gas was used in Port- 
soy for many years; long ago, a departure was made, and acetylene 
gas was introduced. Owing to the difficulty and probable impossi- 
bility of getting further supplies of carbide of calcium, the Town 
Council have now resolved to revert to coal gas, which in all proba- 
bility will necessitate a new plant in its entirety. 





Gas Companies’ Claims to Consideration.—Referring to the 
sliding-scale variation proposals, the ‘‘ Westminster Gazette ’’ said: 
On the anticipation of gas companies receiving concessions from the 
Government to compensate for their special hardships during the war, 
a change for the better-has occurred in the market for the stocks. Gas 
Light and Coke ordinary and South Metropolitan ordinary have rallied 
to about 65, which, as compared with the pre-war making-up prices, 
represents a fall of 38 points in the former and 47 in the latter. 
Wandsworth ‘‘ B”’ stock has lost 49 points at 823; and Imperial Con- 
tinental at 87 is 75 down—there being special reasons, naturally, for 
the slump in the last-named. Gas companies have suffered severely, 
and more than most industrial undertakings, by reason of the war; 
and now that a further blow is threatened through gas rationing and 
earlier closing, the stockholders may well consider that special con- 
sideration is due to them. 
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Fuel Oil from the Bolton Gas-Works.—The Bolton Corporation Gas-Works Change Ownership.—The Ambergate, Crich, and Bull 
Gas Committee have passed a resolution favourable to the Govern- Bridge Gas-Works have just changed hands; the transfer to the Clay 
ment’s proposals for the Lum Street works being placed at the dis- Cross Company, Ltd., having been carried into effect. The Com- 
posal of the Ministry of Munitions for the production of fuel oil for pany-had been in existence since 1863, and had been a fairly successful 


the navy, subject to satisfactory terms being arranged. concern—having paid a 10 p.ct. dividend for many years. Latterly, 

Proposals at Ripon.—In a report to the Ripon Corporation Gas | however, through the high prices of materials, the dividends have been 
Committee Mr. John Demain (the Engineer and Manager) strongly substantially reduced. It is expected that for a time the works will 
urges upon the Gas Committee the absolute necessity of taking im- bear the same name, and be worked on similar lines, as at present. 
mediate steps in the preparation of a scheme for providing a new Waste Heat and Gas Electrical Generating Stations, Ltd.—The 
retort-house and equipment. He says the need of such plant is be- | profits of the Company for the past year, after deducting administra- 
coming acute from more than one point of view. tion expenses, amount to £40,730, less £12,000 which the Directors 

Irish Gas Supplies.—On the suggestion of the Earl of Ranfurley | have transferred to the credit of reserve account. A balance of £19,910 
(the Chairman), the Dungannon Urban District Council have, owing was brought forward from the previous year, less 4/500 which was 
to the coal crisis, discontinued public lighting, so as to conserve the voted to war relief funds at the last annual meeting. The available 
gas supply. In Strabane, an order has been issued for the discon- | profits are £48,141; and the Directors recommend that there be trans- 
tinuance of public lighting after 10 o’clock. The Drogheda Corpora- ferred to experimental expense account £5000, that a dividend be 
tion have received a letter from Mr. H. W. Saville (the Gas Manager) declared at the rate of 8 p.ct. for the year ended Jan. 31, amounting to 
asking the Mayor to appeal to the public to economize in gas and also 425,600 (of this an interim dividend of 2} p.ct. was paid in August), 
in the use of coal and coke. The Mayor said that, if the gas consump- leaving a balance to be carried forward of £17,541. The amount 
tion was not lowered by 75 p.ct., drastic measures would have to be 


standing at the credit of the reserve account is now £87,850; and the 
taken. The price of gas in Armagh has been increased 5d. to 5s. 10d. | redemption funds in respect of plant: supplied on hire-purchase terms 
per 1000 c.ft. | amount to £29,881. 
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STOCK MARKET REPORT. R PRICES AND DIVIDENDS, LATEST DIVIDENDS, AND LAST WEEK'S BARGAINS 
5 S38 i] 
Lowest 
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— . : ; : A = ntinental Union Ltd. ° 
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was a pretty well all-round advance. War yey Stk, | Feb. 10 a a0 Gas \4D-0.Ord. . . 98—102 63—65 633—654 
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wards ease. Shipping was firmer. 75,000; 6& | Junell | 6 2j- | Malta & Mediterranean | 44—4§ 8g—83 + 
Business in the Gas Market, as might be 250,000 | 100} April i | 44 | 44% Molbearne } #4 p-0. Deb. 99—101 89—100 . 
expected, was on a very light scale. Few com- 541,920| 20| May 28 | 4 6)- | Monte Video, Ltd. . .| 113-12 “s 
panies were dealt in at all, and of these only 1,875,892 | Stk. | July 29 % Newcastle&Gatsh'dOon. 994 moa - 
two—Gas Light and Coke and Imperial Con- — "0 a= Do. 84 p.c. Deb. 60—62 ie 
tinental—could count more than four trans- 800'000 | Stk: May 14 a ; a eee ees A J : - os 
actions apiece in the whole weck. There was 60,000 5 | Mar.26 | 10 1/- Ottoman, ar 5 a: ea 
not much change in the general run of prices 60,000) 50) Feb. 26 | 13 | 1 Portsea, IslandB . ,| 1 1 82—87 oe 
from those of the preceding week; but the — . ” 3 : > » «| 1s—12a1 72-11 ee 
tendency of quotations was to draw in a little. 249/980 5 April 29 8 _ Primitive Ord. a . 13—2 35/-— 36). 
Gas Light ordinary, South Metropolitan, and 499,960 5| June26 | 6 2/6 Do. 6p.c. Pref. . as 2 55/- 
Imperial Continental were reduced 1 each, and 521,600 | 100/ June 2 | 4 4% Do, 4p.c.Deb. .| 91—98 16—78 ee 
European 3. 46,198 | Stk.| Juneas | 4 | 4% | River Plated'p.c. bore | 862287 “62 rr 
The Money Market was easier. 150,000 May l4 | 6 - | San P 6p... Pref... 104—11 ee i 5 ; 
Bargains done for cash during the week were 125,000) 50) July 1 | 6 5 -_ aulo {5 Bic. Deb. . 47—49 aa id 
as follows: On Monday, Gas Light ordinary of =) 4 . — ~s ke ak. - a Ka 
642, 65, 653, Imperial Continental 86, 863, 863, 523,500 | \' >. a oe ae, 8s 2 fani—am1 ee 
87, ditto debenture 66, Primitiva 35s., ditto 90,000 May 28 | 9 | 6/- | South African. . . , 105-11 9—10 ee 
— 55s-, South Metropolitan debenture 6,609,895 Stk Feb. 10 | 6/4/0 | 40/; Seat Bist. é pe. Ord... | Mi—1 Pa 63— 64} 
55, Wandsworth “*B’” 803. On Tuesday, 1,895,445 July10 | 8 | 89 = eS, ** = 
Cape T own debenture 623, 623, European 8, 224, -* Feb. 26 84 be South Bhielae he ist —1s8 1bs388 - 
Gas Light ordinary 64, 64%, 643, ditto prefer- yy 4 ” ” 6 43% | S’thSuburb’nOrd.5 p.o. | 114—116 18—15 = 
ence 693, Imperial Continental 853, 86, 863, 135,000 | — hel 3 ti og ‘ an a: F Rstcass w-% oe 
864, Primitiva 35s., South Metropolitan 64, 187,558 | Stk. | June% | 5 | 5% | Do. 5p.c. Deb, Stk, | 116—118 | 8496 ee 
643. On Wednesday, Bournemouth “ B”’ 103, 647,740) ,, | Mayl4 | 5 5% | Southampton Ord. . ./| 99—102 15—11 = 
Brentford “A” 77, European 8, Gas Light sonar » | Feb.12 | 7 | 54%! tottenham /A5p.c. . | 185—188 90—95 ee 
ordinary 633, 633, 64, 643, di CW OG : ” % 6 4% District |B Shp.c. . | 115—117 63—70 * 
Y 637, 639, 64, 643, ditto preference 181,255 | ,, June 26 | 4 4% 4 p.c. Deb, 87—89 61—63 
693, 608. ditto debenture 553, Imperial Con- by nn4 = aoe 6 ° 5% me “/? eee 5—6 1—2 a 
tinental 85, Primitiva 36s., South Metropolitan ¢ y 0. 5p.c. Deb. Red. | 93-95 60—65 be 
63, 64, 643, Lea Bridge “B” 8, Sos. 9 236,476 | Stk,| Mar.12 | 5 | 6% Tynemouth 6 pc. max.. | 108}—100} | 874-884 vn 
Thursday, Gas Light ordinary 633, 633, 633, don, and Rint sara 
4d be on Continental 853, 86. On Fri- By --4 » | Heb. 26 of 54/8 Wandsworth 4 5 p.c.. 151158 108—118 oil 
d 2] . ” ° Ce 
a — Friday, the Stock Exchanges 108,075 | ,, = 6/17/8 | 47/8 Do. C8hp.c. . | 110—115 80—85 60% 
, 1000 | 5 ” 46/3 Wimbledon 5p.c.. . | 117—122 80—85 os 
| ” Sat! - ° 52/6 Epsomip.c. . . .| 191—126 80—85 is 
The Bank rate is 5 p-ct., as fixed on April 5. ' . = *% Spe. De. Oe. : — “* 





* Ex Div, 





GAS JOURNAL: 


{APRIL 2, 1918. 





A More Encouraging Report from Cromer. 


For ‘the fourth successive year the business of Cromer, as a holi- 
day and health resort, has, said the Directors of the Cromer Gas 
Company in their report for the year ended Dec. 31, suffered severely 
owing to the continuance of the disturbing influences of the war, 
though happily the effects last year were somewhat less disastrous 
than those for the two preceding years, as throughout the summer 
visitors to the neighbourhood were in appreciably larger numbers. 
The accounts showed that the Company have benefited by the im- 
provement in the local conditions referred to; the gas sold having 
increased to a substantial extent over the sales for the previous year. 
The expansion in the revenue, however, has been neutralized to a 
very large extent by abnormal additions to the expenditure, princi- 
pally for coal and labour. To partially meet the enhanced cost of 
production, the price of gas was raised 4d. per 1000 c.ft. from Christ- 
mas last. After providing for interest, income-tax, and all other 
charges, and writing off £500 of the amount of-the suspense account 
for old works, there remained a balance of profit of 4603 available 
for division. The Directors accordingly recommended the declaration 
of a dividend for the year of 1 p.ct., less income-tax, requiring £444, 
and leaving to be carried forward £159. The Board felt sure that 
the results would be regarded by the proprietors as both satisfactory 
and encouraging, particularly in view of the extraordinary and. exact- 
ing conditions under which the Company’s operations have been car- 
ried on since the outbreak of war. 


<i 
—— 





Irish Lighting Restrictions.—Owing to.the curtailment of Irish 
coal supplies by 25 p.ct., or a million tons, on the basis of last year, 
lighting restrictions on a somewhat drastic scale will soon be operative 
in all Irish cities and towns. The Londonderry Corporation have 
decided in favour of the discontinuance of public lighting and illumina- 
tion of shop-windows from 8 p.m., and a reduction of 25 p.ct. in the 
lighting of public halls. They request that all shops, including licensed 
private lighting to a minimum. The Cashel Gas-Works have been 
shut down. During the previous twelve months, the undertaking was 
run at a loss of £400. 


Law against Stealing gas in Texas.—A law dealing with stealing 
of public utilities—such as gas, water, or electricity—came into effect 
on Jan. 1 last. It provides that whoever, by any means or.device, 
intentionally prevents gas from passing through a meter provided for 
registering the consumption, or intentionally interferes with the proper 
action or just registration, or intentionally diverts gas from any pipe, 
without the consent of the suppliers, or otherwise intentionally uses, or 
causes to be used, unregistered gas, or intentionally refuses to deliver- 
up meters or appliances let on hire by the suppliers of gas, with intent 
to defraud, or if any gas official or corporate supplier shall knowingly 
misread any meter-index or overcharge any consumer, the penalty 
shall be a fine of not less than $25 or more than $100 for each offence. 
The presence at any time on or about such meter of any device, or 
pipes, resulting in the bye-passing or diversion of gas as above defined, 
or in the prevention of the proper action or just regulation of the 
meter, shall constitute Jr?ma facie evidence of knowledge on the part 
of the person having control of the place where such device exists, and 
of intention on the part of such person to defraud, and shall bring him 
within the meaning of the Act. 


. be charged for such quarter. 





Londonderry Gas Company.—A considerable increase in the out- 
put of gas for the past year was reported by the Chairman (Mr. H. J. 
Cooke), at the annual meeting of the Londonderry Gas Company; 
while the gas unaccounted for had been reduced to about 2 p.ct. It 
was pointed out by the Deputy-Chairman that special thanks were due 
to the Manager (Mr. R. J. Skinner) and staff for the way in which 
they had performed their duties, because it was through thcir loyal 
support that the dividends had been maintained without reducing the 
efficiency of the works. Dividends were declared of 7} p.ct. on the old 
shares and 5} p.ct. on the new. 


Market Harborough Gas Prices.—The Market Harborough Urban 
District Council have decided that the prices for gas supplied by 
ordinary meters be net until further notice ; that the charge for gas by 
prepayment meter be at the rate of 21 c.ft. per 1d.; that the rental of 
gas-cookers to ordinary consumers be doubled; and that where the 
consumption of gas by prepayment meter does not amount to 2000 c.ft. 
in any quarter a meter-rent of 1s. and stove-rent (where fixed) of 1s. 
The present charge to ordinary con- 
sumers is 3s. 6d.; but the Committee give a discount of 5 p.ct. The 
discount will also be knocked off in the case of gas for power pur- 
poses. The increase on pre-war prices will, under the new scale, be 
9d. per 1000 c.ft. in the case of ordinary consumers, and 84d. for slot- 
meter consumers. 


Yorktown and Blackwater Gas Company.—The increased price of 
gas from July 1 last, together with the larger output, has enabled the 
Company to earn sufficient profit to cover all expenses for 1917. The 
increased price of 2d. per 1000 c.ft. on Jan. 1 was absolutely necessary 
to meet the higher costs of coal and labour, which came into force in 
September, 1917, and will be felt all through 1918. The total receipts 
on revenue account last year amounted to £26,778, and the gross ex- 
penditure being £22,223, the balance carried forward as profit for 1017 
was £4555. The Directors have entered into an agreement to supply 
gas to Broadmoor Asylum, and are about to lay down the necessary 
main. After paying all charges there remained a balance of £9449, 
out of which the Directors recommended the payment of statutory 
dividends of 12} p.ct. on the original shares, and £8 11s. 6d. p.ct. on 
the old and additional shares, all less income-tax. At the meeting, the 
Chairman (Mr. D. Sparvell) said that early last year an order was 
placed for extra gas-making plant; and it was hoped to have had this 
in action for last winter. The execution of the work was, however, 
delayed. though he was glad to say the plant was now being delivered. 
The staff and employees had loyally supported the Directors. 





At a recent sale, held at the offices, “4000 of 7 p.ct. shares (at pre- 
sent paying £8 4s. 6d. p.ct.) in the Yorktown and Blackwater Gas 
Company were sold at an average price of £12 4s. per £10 share. 


The ordinary capital of Messrs. C. & W. Walker, Ltd., has been 
increased during the year ended Jan. 31 by the issue of 691 shares and 
by the allotment of 33,320 shares. The profit for the year, after 
charging Directors’ fees and depreciation on buildings and plant, 
amounts to £13,219; and after adding the balance brought forward 
there is a sum of £24,654 standing to the credit of the profit and loss 
account. Out of this the Directors will recommend, at the meeting on 
the 4th inst., the payment of a dividend on the ordinary shares at the 
rate of ro p.ct. per annum, free of income-tax, with a bonus of 1s. per 
share, also free of tax. After carrying £3320 to reserve (making it 
420,000) there will be a balance of £11,672. 








WANTED, FOR SALE, CONTRACTS, &c., ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS WEEK’S “JOURNAL.” 


Appointments, &c., Vacant. 


Encinekr. Sheffield Gas Company. 
by April 18. 
AssisTANT ENGINEER. 
Company. 
Assistant MANAGER. Stretford Gas Company. 
Cuemist. Bolton Gas Department. Applications by 
April 9. 
Cuemist (Experimental and Research). No. 6484. 
Cuemist (Coke-Oven). No. A 5010, nearest Employ- 
ment Exchange. 
Worxine Manacer. Alford Gas Company. 
cations to Mr. Isaac Carr, Widnes. 


Applications 


CaRBoNIzING FOREMAN, 


Winchester Water and Gas meni. 


BRICKLAYERS. 


Appli- 





Appointments, &c., Vacant (Continued). 


Workine Manacer (Gas and Water). 
waring, 50, Cannon Street, E.C. 


Blackpool Gas 

Curer Meter REPAtRER AND TesTFR. Bolton Gas 
Department. Applications by April 9. 

GENERAL Foreman. No. 6435. 

Sheffield Gas Company. 

Gas Firtrr. Morecambe Gas Department. 


Appointments, &c., Wanted. 
Coxe Oven Manacer. No. 6433. 


Plant, &c., Wanted. 
GasHOLDER (200 to 300 ft.). Swan, Hunter, and Wig- 
ham Richardson, Ltd., Wallsend-on-Tyne. 
Street Marin (24in.). Redditch Gas-Works. 
Exnavuster. Brecon Gas-Works. , 
Puririers, Wick and Pulteneytown Gas Light Com- 
pany. 


Plant, &c. (Second-Hand), for Sale. 


EXHAUSTER AND STEAM Enoine. West Bromwich 
Gas Department. 


TENDERS FOR 


H. T. Man- 
Depart- 


Coal. 


| Tetsury Gas Company. Tenders by April 16. 











OXIDE OF IRON. 


(NEILL's OXIDE 
For GAS PURIFICATION, 
LARGEST SALE OF ANY OXIDE. 


SPENT OXIDE PURCHASED IN ANY DISTRICT Tel 


J & J. BRADDOCK (Branch of Meters 
® Limited), Globe Meter Works, OnpHam, and 
45 &47, Westminster Bridge Road, London, 8.5, 1. 


WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, PREPAYMENT 
METERS, STATION METHRS AND GOVERNORS. 


REPAIRS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION, 
Telephones; 815 Oldham, and 2412 Hop, London. 


“‘Brappooxr, OLpHaM,”’ and ‘‘ Meraique, Lams LoNDoN.” 


OXIDE OF IRON. 
SPENT OXIDE WANTED, 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


83, St. Mary at Hitz, Lonpon, B.C. 3. 
Phone: Avenue 6680, 


“TORTO” FIRE CEMENT. 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


g— 





GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMIOAL CO., LD., 
Patmerston Hovusz, 
Oxp Broap Srreet, Lonpon, H.C. 





“STOLCANIC’’ FIRE CEMENT. 
Resiews 4,500° Fahr, Best for Gas-Works. 
ANDREW StTerHeNson, Gresham House, Old Broad 
Street, Lonpon, E.C. ‘' Volcahism, Loudon.” 


BENZOL PLANTS FOR GAS-WORKS. 
BAczzy; MILLS, & Co., 
92, Victoria Street, Westminster, 8.W., invite 


inquiries from all gas-works making 75 million cubic 
feet and upwards per annum, 


88, St. Mary at Hitt, Lonpon, BO. 3. 
Phone: Avenue 6680. 


“ KLEENOFF,” THE COOKER CLEANSER. 


Tins for sale to Consumers. 
In Bulk for Works Use. 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


88, St. Mary at Hitt, Lonpon, E.O. 3. 


Ltd., 








Phone: Avenue 6680, 


SPENCER’S Patent Inclined HURDLE GRIDS. 
EPPRE very best Patent Grids for Holding 


Oxide Lightly, 
See Illustrated Advertisement, Feb, 19, p, 871. 





OHN RILEY & SONS, Limited,Chemi- 
cal Manufacturers, a, near Accrington, are 
KERS of Special SULP C ACID,, for Sulphate 

of Ammonia Making. Highest percentage of Sulphate 
of Ammonia obtained from the use of this Vitriol, which 


has now been used for upwards of 60 years. Reference 
given to Gas Companies, 








J E. C. LORD, Ship Canal Tar- Works, 
@ Weaste, Manchester. Pitch, Creosote, Benzols, 
Toluol, Naphtha, Pyridine, all kinds of Oresylic Acid, 
Carbolic Acid, Sulphate of Ammonia, &c. 





